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s 2 THE EVOLUTION OF A UFOLOGIST - A PERSONAL VIEWPOINT
I orn (Guest Editorial by Keith Basterfield)

In my investigations into the UF0 phenomena. over the past fifteen years. I have passed
through several stages. Initially. came the genesis when. fresh to the subject. I soaked
up information from any source- like a sponge. Then came the years 1970-1973 which found
me out in the field in one of Australia's few "flap areas™ - the mid-north of South Austra-
lia. My other travellers. and I. spent hundreds of hours interviewing and learning about
our fellow human beings. with all their inherent difficulties. as reliable recorders of an
event. From this era emerged the beginning of an understanding of the phenomena.

From here the learning process blossomed. coupled with continuing interviews. investiga-
tions and. most importantly. research. My travels led me across south-eastern Australia
and to knowing other Australian researchers. Ideas were exchanged and friendships developed-
The UFO "residue” diminished in numbers as experience grew.

In the late 1970s an idea grew from which came my book: "UF0s - the Image Hypothesis"s
although the raw manuscript carried more detail than the final product allowed-

Perhaps the human mind was capable of generating the phenomena!

The last few years have seen me retire from all organised groups except ACUFOS. where I
hold the position of Reports Coordinator and compile the ACUFOS Reports Digest.

I have been, of late. quietly digesting alternative views on the subject: The birth
trauma idea of Alvin Lawson. the Earthlight concept of Paul Devereux. the stationary whirl-
wind theory to explain physical traces in English crop fields. All appear to have their
place in our area of interest.

One of my many sidelines is collecting Australian accounts of near death experiences.
Here the same sane. reliable. average persons. who report UFOs. tell of their trip to a
place where they meet dead relatives and sometimes a being of light. God perhaps? They
return to tell their incredible story which is every bit as real to them as events related
by UFO abductees.

Since first becoming interested in UF0s. in 19k8. I have learnt that the universe can
indeed be a strange. and sometimes frightening. place and that the Earth still has count-
less mysteries which she is only slowly conceding to us-

In religious analogy. I have at times been an atheist {pre 19k& - "there is no such phen-
omena™}i an almost-believer {circa 1972}, and an agnostic {"yes there is a phenomena. but
we do not know its cause and may never know™}. However. I reserve the right to become a
"born again christian™. or to hold any other position. as the evidence changes-

I would suspect many of you have been through some. or all of these. positions at times.

At the moment. I no longer feel the need to automatically invoke extra-terrestrials.
The Earth and our minds appear a much more likely cause-

I recount my experiences-, and changes. for two purposes. Firstly. to assist any of my
colleagues who may be down in one of the many potholes. along the road to knowledge. and
who are asking is it worth spending energy to haul themselves out and move on. My answer
is a resounding yes!

Secondly. to point out that I don't believe that the mystery is going to be solved by
armchair theorists. or professional scientists. but by us. It is going to be solved by
fieldwork. patient research. and much thought and discussion. By fieldwork. I mean that
we must get out and about actively unearthing facts - cold. hard facts. Following this
must come the processes of collation. interpretation. and dissemination.

Dissemination must take place within the UF0 literature. The general media cannot be
trusted with such matters. One example of the excellent mediums around is this newsletter
- UFORAN. It has risen Phoenix-like from its problems. due to the dedication and tender
loving care of Vladimir Godic and Pony Barenson- They want to serve the UFO community in
the way they know best - providing a vehicle for you and I to publish our ideas and find-
ings- I urge you to support UFORAN.

Let's press on with new resolve. I fully believe the end is almost in sight-ll
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STRINGER/MANSON UFO SIGHTING

(Original report investigated by Bruce Harding throughout
this article is based, comes from the files of the now defunct A.P.R.G.
Permission to reproduce this material was granted by Bruce Harding) .

New Zealand).

BY HAROLD J.

1973. The report,upon which

(Christchurch,

KNAPMAN

(UFORAN Correspondent New Zealand)
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DATE OF SIGHTING:

January 14, 1973.

LOCATION:

Spencerville Road, Spencerville, Christ-
church, New Zealand.

WITNESSES:

1. Steve Stringer
2. Karen Manson (Steve's girlfriend).

BACKGROUND TO THE INCIDENT:

It was about 12.45 a.m. and Steve Stringer
and his girlfriend, Karen, were out driv-
ing - Steve was teaching Karen to drive.
They had been out since 8 p.m. and had not
been drinking at all.

Steve described the site of the incident,
which occured at 12.45 a.m., as "out in the
middle of nowhere" and a later visit by the
investigators confirmed this statement.

The area is a zone of dairying and farmland
with small roads, flat paddocks and trees.
The site is situated some miles from the
bustle of Christchurch.

It was a hot, warm, muggy night which Karen
called "dead eerie" and Steve said, "it

was a perfectly still night. Not a breath
of wind...nothing".

Their statement, written by Steve, explains
the circumstances surrounding the encounter.
Steve said he heard a humming or "ringing"
noise and was very '"certain I could hear it".
Following this, Karen spotted the object
behind a dip in some very distant trees - it
looked like an egg held at arm's length and
was "plain" because it was not fuzzy edged
(this point has more meaning later in the
encounter). Karen said: "What gets me is
we saw it out there and I said it looked
like a flying saucer and then, the next

minute, (we) looked up and it was just com-
ing towards us. I still think they could
hear us. (Karen laughs and Steve scoffs

quietly at her.)".

Steve, on being asked by Karen to explain
"it", dismissed the object as a plane and
this deduction is understandable because
the craft was sighted behind tree tops from
quite a distance.

On the map the object is shown to have made
a right-angled turn, but Steve and Karen
weren't watching it at this stage and, thus,
just assume this is what it did in order to
manoeuvre. Afterall, they both now heard
the humming noise and instinctively looked
up to see the object flying high and yet
downwards on a 45° slant. It was coming
straight down and would have taken less than
5 minutes to travel from its original great
distance to the close phase. In Karen's
words, it came "right at us".

The sound was clearly audible, the car motor
was not running and Karen said the sound
"wasn't coming from any direction"....rather
through the air "like wind".

Originally, i.e. within a week of the sight-
ing, Steve described the object as having
big spotlights around its bottom, but, after
seeing a coloured impression of it, based
on his sketch, he realised that the lights
were around the middle instead. These lights
were extremely bright and 1lit up everything.
They showed no actual solid rivets or port-
holes on the craft - these may have been
rendered invisible due to the intensity of
the lights. Steve said, "it was all light
with spotlights - big spotlights, all round.
That's all we really remember". The object
was a yellow-white colour and was very, very,
close. Steve said, "it did not look metallic
as such".

The following is Steve's description of the
craft:

The object was bright - the light was "fan-
tastic", unlike anything he had ever seen
before. Steve likened it to the fictional
craft in television's "Invaders" series of
1967-8. The sound produced was high-pitched.
Steve and Karen both agreed that the lights
were circular and "glared out everywhere -

it was a big object it really was. Honestly,
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I was just that scared when I first saw it,
I didn't stop to take size or anything like
that. We didn't know what it was". The
lights "didn't have shafts of light like a
spotlight coming down, but were just round
circles of light glaring out ahead of them.
The body was fuzzy now, with the lights,
and this can be attributed to the fact that
if you look into a bright light you can
only see just a blurry outline - you can't
picture anything behind it".

THE SITE:

The area consisted of "paddocks everywhere,
as far as you can see". Steve estimated
the paddock out ahead stretched for a mile
and a farmhouse was about a half mile fram
where they were parked.

DETAILS OF THE CLOSE ENCOUNTER:

The UFO came round and went over a distant
shed, it got to the first fence before
Steve decided that was close enough as

far as he was concerned. Because no lights
were on in the nearby farmhouse, he engag-
ed reverse gear and roared out backwards,
leaving the headlights off to avoid at-
tracting attention. Conseguently, Steve
almost went over the roadside embankment.

As Steve and Karen left they could see the
object out of their back window - "close
behind us".

The car started without difficulty while
the UFO was in the vicinity. Steve said,
"I'm pretty sure it didn't land, not at
that exact spot where we were, because
when we looked back, when we were driving
off, it was over that spot at least - it
would have been well over it". I (Harding)
said, "so if you had have stayed there..."
Steve replied, "yeah, well we didn't know".
Karen added, "...coming straight for the
window you know - if we had have stayed
there we probably wouldn't be here".

Steve checked on its approach and said "...
wasn't really rushing towards us, was it"?
Karen replied, "no, no, well it wasn't
taking its time and it wasn't rushing, you
know what I mean"?

I (Harding) checked on possible "explana-
tions", i.e. a plane or weather balloon.
Steve said, "well a weather balloon wouldn't

light up so much would it"? Karen did not
believe she had witnessed a plane or a bal-
loon. Steve rang to check on these possibi-
lities but couldn't get through. However,
Steve's sister's fiance, who worked at NAC,
said it was unlikely that there would be
any planes anywhere at that time of night.

In his statement, Steve made the point that
the UFO looked like it was coming at them,
but, on thinking this over, said, "at first
I thought it was coming straight for us, but
what the hell have they got to do with us,
you know, sort of thing". Steve also said
the UFO reminded him of some buildings at
QE2 park.

When the object cleared the area above where
Steve and Karen were parked, it cleared
trees 25 to 30 feet high.

PHYSICAL EFFECTS:

Surprisingly, this case contains none.

There were no effects on the car's ignition.
Steve and Karen did not experience a rise
in temperature as the UFO approached, nor
did it leave any burn marks on them. The
only effect was emotional trauma.

THE WITNESSES:
Steve and Karen are helpful, average, people.

Steve, when questioned on a 12.45 a.m. driv-
ing lesson, replied, "it doesn't worry me
what anyone thinks, I teach here when I
like". When asked why they didn't contact
the media, Steve replied "...didn't think

it was really worthwhile. We sat down and
discussed it and it could have been a UFO,
hut, at that time, I didn't believe in them
very much, and you just get laughed at. No-
one believes you and that was it". Karen
agreed.

I (Harding), asked them for their view on
UFOs and this is what they said:

STEVE: "I've never really taken them into
mind, but, seeing I've had the experience
of one, well, I'm interested now".

KAREN: "I didn't even really know they ex-
isted before I saw one, so they didn't

bother me".

Neither of the witnesses had seen a UFO
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before, although they both admitted that
they would like to believe they saw a UFO.

Karen has not had a driving lesson since
the encounter. Both witnesses had spent
quite a lot of time at the site before the
incident, but, ever since, Steve says '"now
and again, during the day, but not at night,
I jokingly asked Karen about her reaction
if little men had walked out of it. She
replied she would have 'died'". When
asked how frightened she was, Karen said,
"I was crying. Steve wanted to stop. As
soon as we got out of it...down the road

a wee bit, he (wanted to) have a look, go
back, and I wouldn't let him, I was pul-
ling at him to go". Of this, Steve said,
"well, when you're not expecting anything
- nothing you've ever seen before in your
life, well your not going to stick around.
It was really frightening, really fright-
ening. Like, I've been out in the night
in the bush and I'm not scared of the
dark, or anything like that, but that real-
ly frightened me, really terrified me".

As a measure of his seriousness, Steve has
staked his reputation on the truthfulness
of his story. As he put it, "I told Bruce
before, I didn't believe in bloody UFOs in
the first place, until I seen what I seen
that night. So, if I did believe in, and
I was all keen on them, I could have il-
lusioned something - but I didn't believe
in them in the first place".

Brian Musson asked Steve if he felt there
would be a logical explanation for what
he and Karen saw and Steve responded,
"yeah, there'd have to be for something
like that to come down wouldn't there"?

FIELD INVESTIGATION:
Although a little disjointed, the investi-

gation was conducted adequately and com-
pletely.

Harding's initial contact with Steve came
by chance when an associate told him of

the incident which he had heard from a rela-
tive.

Harding conducted a phone interview with
Steve within a week of the occurrence and
sent him a sighting report form which, due
to other pressures and his often not being
home, the witness did not return to Harding.
The investigation was hampered for months
by Steve not being home and not answering
messages. Steve had problems - a car motor
replacement, a pet lost causing obvious
upset, etc. Harding sent the witness a
second form which he lost. Steve complained
that the form was inflexible for close en-
counters and Harding later came to see, and
agree,with this.

Finally, the investigator got Steve to make
and sign a statement, plus a sketch which
Harding worked on and improved to his satis-
faction.

On the evening of September 7, 1973, Steve
and Karen visited Harding who said, "Steve
really had wanted to help and did so during
a clear spot. We all met for the first time
and most of the quotes used in this report
come from that first discussion”.

Harding conducted the total investigation
up until the afternoon of Sunday, January
27, 1974, when Brian Musson joined and
assisted in the finalisation of the case.
"We visited the site, reconstructed the
incident of a year ago, we took photographs
and I have a good model of the site".

INVESTIGATOR'S STATEMENT:

"In my opinion, this is another first class
CE 1 case and I believe the reporters of
this incident to be of the utmost integrity.
Steve is a very good upholsterer and Karen

holds a position in a leading fashion compary".

MOVING ? ? ?
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.,

PLEASE NOTIFY US OF YOUR

IF YOUR MAGAZINE IS

RETURNED WE WILL NOT SEND ANY FUTURE
ISSUES UNTIL WE RECEIVE YOUR NEW ADDRESS.
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NEW ZEALAND

ENTITY
REPORTS

‘BY KEITH BASTERFIELD

While much has been written on Australian
entity cases, little has been heard of
similar events in New Zealand. Although
several excellent publications have come
out of that country over the years, for
some reason New Zealand entity reports

have not featured very prominently in world-
wide UFO journals.

New Zealand lies between 33-53° south,
about 1600 km east of Australia, and has
a population of about 3.2 million people
spread over 270,000 sq. km (about the same
size as the British Isles).

My research, todate, has uncovered 18
entity reports for the whole of New Zealand.
These figures might best be compared with
our fairly thoroughly researched 87 Aust-
ralian cases from a population of some 15
million over 7,700,000 sq. km, or with the
number of recorded global entity accounts
which have reached 2100.

In order to rectify the lack of information
about these 18 cases | present here a brief
summary of these events for your benefit.
The references shown following each ab-
stract are the most original sources |
could locate. Further references are
available from the author for those inter-
ested in pursuing the matter.

GORE - July 30, 1909, 0500 hrs.

Two male dredgehands viewed an "air-ship"

at close range. The ship lowered through
mist and circled around. Two figures were
plainly visible sitting on board the craft
which was carrying lights at both ends.
Finally, it shot upwards and left to the
south-east.

(Auckland Weekly News 5/8/09).
PORT MOLYNEUX - later than July 1909

An air-ship is said to have alighted and oc-
cupants, who looked ''Japanese', emerged and
engaged a male onlooker in conversation.

(Unknown 1909 issue of Clutha Free Press).

WAIPAWA - August 3, 1909, night.

A resident declared he had seen a grey tor-
pedo shaped structure which contained three
men, one of whom shouted to him in a foreign
language. The witness then watched the
machine for some time. It had two lights
and circled before leaving.

(Hawkes Bay Herald 6/8/09).
INVERCARGILL - January 1910, 2300 hrs.

Several witnesses, amongst them a vicar, the
mayor,and a policeman, saw a cigar shaped
object hovering at 30 m. A man appeared at
a lateral door and was heard shouting some
words in an unknown language. The opening
closed and the object accelerated away and
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was lost to sight.

(Passport to Magonia, Vallee, Spearman,
London 1970, p.187).

CHRISTCHURCH - 1944/L5, 1620 hrs.

A nurse is reported to have come across an
""upturned saucer'' and several small figures
inside transparent ''cases''. One of the
beings, who was no more than 120 cm tall,
was situated outside the landed object.
The entities appeared to be green coloured
forms inside transparent oblong casings.
They had quite large heads in proportion
to their bodies. When the lady moved closer
the little being ''drifted'" into the object
through a small opening. The object then
took off.

(APRG Journal 1974, No.1, pp.11-1L4).
BLENHEIM - July 13, 1959, 0530 hrs.

Mrs F. Moreland was crossing a paddock when
a 6-10 m diameter ''saucer' descended towards
her and hovered at roof-top height. Through
the object's dome she saw two men dressed
in fairly close fitting suits of shiny
material like aluminium foil. Opaque hel-
mets rose from their shoulders. Their
faces could not be seen. One man stood up,
placed two hands in front of him, then sat
down. A minute later '"jets' fired and the
object ascended vertically with an audible,
soft, high-pitched whistle.

(Nelson Evening Mail 22/7/59).
WAIRAKEI - December 18, 1968, 2230-2300 hrs.

A Miss Harvey and a Mr Perego were travel-
ling by car when they saw a ''man' dressed
in a '"diver's suit' walking alongside the
isolated road they were travelling. The
man was about 170-182 cm tall, of average
build, and had on a shiny, plastic-type,
dark blue, loose fitting suit. There was
a division or belt around his waist. A
helmet was divided from the body by a col-
lar or neck piece. This helmet was cylind-
rical, like a rubbish container, but flat
on top and of a dark blue colour with a
clear plastic square window in front.

(Auckland University UFO Research Group).

WHANGAMATA - January 1969, 2200 hrs.

A man and his wife were strolling along a
beach when suddenly there was an uncanny
silence and a feeling of wrongness in the
air. Then four to six tall figures ''float-
ed" down some nearby sandhills and approach-
ed the witnesses. These beings were clothed
from top to bottom in black with no visible
faces, arms, or feet. A large, dense-grey,
balloon (1.2 m diameter),with a flat bottom,
suddenly appeared, at eye level, only a
metre away. The witnesses turned and ran.

(Strangers in Our Skies, Dykes, INL Print,
Wellington, 1981, pp.40-46).

AWANUI - February 22, 1969, Ca 0100 hrs.

A Mr Brown was walking home when he saw an
incandescence behind some bushes. Going to
look, he saw two men and a woman sitting on
the grass. There seemed to be an invisible
barrier between the two men which the wit-
ness walked into. One man had an invisible
wall, which was '"'fuzzy'' to the touch, around
him. Mr Brown left but states that the

next day marks were found at the spot.

(Auckland University UFO Research Group).
TIRAU - Late 1969.

A 30 year old woman saw a bright, yellow,
glowing, light over a nearby hedge. Silhou-
etted against the light were five black, or
dark, shadows which looked like figures and
moved slightly, with one being higher than
the others. The shadowed areas looked like
the heads and shoulders of people, though

no arms or legs were visible. The witness
left the area.

(UFO Research Far North Queensland).
WALUKA - May 1971, 0200-0300 hrs.

A woman, who was having a cup of tea, looked
through her curtains to see three ''men'
chatting on a nearby beach. The figures
seemed to be shrouded in a grey mist. Near-
by was a very bright red light. A little
later a silver strip appeared on the water
and seemed to light the way back to the red
ball for the men. The strip disappeared

and the red ball then left.

(Canadian UFO0 Report, Vol.2, No.3, p.25).
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BROOKBY - January 8, 1975, 2330 hrs.

Mr Norton and Miss Ricard, whilst returning
from a fishing trip, saw an object with a
dome and legs. Inside, moving around,

were three shadowy figures. The craft shot
off over nearby hills. Mr Norton's mother,
a nurse, said Miss Ricard was in a state
of shock when they arrived at her house.

(NZ Spaceview, No.66).
GISBORNE - March 12, 1977, 0100 hrs.

Three young women spent a night looking for
UFOs. Later, two hours of the night could
not be accounted for.

One lady (B) was hypnotised and recounted
waking at 1 a.m. to find a light shining

in her eyes and a disc, with dome, hovering
nearby. Two of the women were drawn along
the beam of light to the object whilst the
third woman slept.

B next recalled being inside a small, round,
room. A humanoid, of average height, was
present, dressed in off-white overalls and
white boots. A non-verbal conversation en=
sued. The ladies were then returned, via
the beam, and the object left at speed.

The second lady refused to by hypnotised.

(Strangers in Our Skies, Dykes, INL Print,
Wellington, 1981, pp.L46-49).

WAIMATA - December 2, 1977, 0300 hrs.

Awoken by his dogs, a farmer investigated
and found a ''saucer' on the ground. Two
humanoids were carrying off one of his
dogs. They were 143 cm tall, wearing close
fitting,metallic-silver,overalls and white,
opaque, helmets. The overalls were gath-
ered at the ankles with elastic cuffs

which extended over red, glowing, boots.

On their hands were large silver gauntlets,
with flared arm coverings, extending half-
way up the forearms. The farmer fired a
shot and apparently winged one of the en-
tities. The craft took off at speed.
Footprints were reportedly found.

(Xenelog, issue unknown).

WAIMATA VALLEY - December 8, 1977.

A man reported seeing an entity standing
by the side of the road. The entity was
145 cm tall and wore a silver suit with no
helmet and bright red boots.

(Xenelog, issue unknown).
WARKWORTH - January 1978, night.

A young couple flashed a torch at a light
in the sky. It descended and landed 50 m
away. It was round, saucer shaped, silver
in colour, and glowing. A doorway opened
and revealed a tall standing figure, appar-
ently 2 to 2.3 m in height. The witnesses
waved to the entity and the entity waved
back. The door then closed and the object
rose and left.

(Rodney & Waitemata Times, 1/2/78).

EAST COAST BAYS ROAD - April 2, 1978,
2030 hrs.

Ms Robinson was riding a motorcycle when
she noticed a wedge shape, with lights,
which stopped about 200 m away. She clearly
saw two figures peering at her which were
visible from the waist up and seemed to be
wearing dark robes. A car appeared after
several minutes and the object moved away.

(Auckland Star, 3/4/78).
DUNEDIN - July 11, 1981, 1815 hrs.

An 82 year old woman reported seeing a foot-
ball shaped object, in an adjacent paddock,
which glowed and pulsated. It had a light
on its lower half which was as bright as a
searchlight. Two entities were clearly
visible within the object - one appeared to
be piloting from a clear glass cabin in the
nose whilst the other was standing in a
central glass tube which extended beyond
the top of the craft. Both entities were
dressed in grey coveralls and had white
skin and no hair. The lady called her son
who also watched for a while.

(John Knapman, Christchurch).

Looking over the events unearthed, it is
surprising, although perhaps not, that four

cases come from the early part of the cen-
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tury. Readers will probably recall the
large number of air-ships reported over New
Zealand in 1909 and, like U.S. counterparts
of earlier years, entities were part of the
scene.

The spectacular 1959 Blenheim observation
came just 16 days after the well known
Papua sighting of Rev Gill et al, and is
as interesting as any of our Australian
events.

Following this came reports ranging from

newsclips

those of entities walking along roadsides
to a possible abduction (more than we have
had in Australia up until now). Avthough,
in general, cases are similar to Australian
events, the odd one of a farmer shooting
""dognappers'' might just be a little diffi-
cult for some researchers to swallow.

If any of our New Zealand readers know of
other cases involving entities, | would ap-
preciate hearing from them via the UFO
Research Australia Newsletter.ll

CANBERRA — An international
team of astronomers working with
observations inade at the Siding
Spring Observatory in NSW belisves
it has proved the aniverse will not
nd with a bang, but will go on
¢ xpanding forever.

Urtil now, the more popular theory
has been that the force of gravity will
eventually halt the present expansion
of the universe.

At thist point the uriverse would
begin te fall back on itself — a process
whick would end with a “Big Bang”
simibir Lo that with which, theoreti-
cally. the vuiverse besan.

But according to the Australian
spakesman for the internationul
team, Dr Bruce Peterson, a senior
research fellew at the Australian
Nativnal University, their calcula-
tions show the universe does not
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coutain enough matter for its gravit-
ation to overcome the ferce of expan-
sion generated by the initial Big

Universe won't =,
end with a,
bang, say
astronomers

This means, he says, that the world
will literally be without end.

1t will, however, be a cold and dark
eternity. All the stars will be extin-
guished one by one as they use up
their nuclear fuel.

Ultimately the universe will be-
comie 2 lightless void, with a uniform
temperature just above absolate zero.

Thie othier nembers of the team are
Dr G. Eistathiou, of Cambridge Uni-
versity, Drs A. J. Bean, R. S. Ellis and
T. Shanks, all of Durham University,
England, and Dr Zou Zhen-long, of
Peking Observatory. All have been in
Australia at various times workiug
on the project.




AUSTRALASIAN
UFO-RELATED
ENTITY REPORTS

BY KEITH BASTERFIELD

This article presents an indepth review of
the available reported UFO cases in which

entities are mentioned. Out of the sixty
seven known events there are only twenty

one which appear worthy of further study,
based on the information to hand.

In September 1976, this author, together
with Bill Chalker of Sydney, prepared

"An Australian Catalogue of Close Encounter
Type Three Reports" which summarised the
thirty six entity reports which we had
been able to unearth. This catalogue re-
mained the standard work on the subject for
some years.

Realising the need for a greater depth of
investigation into these events, the Aust-
ralian Entity Study Group was formed in
January 1977 and was modelled along the
lines of the MUFON Humanoid Study Group
run by Dave Webb and Ted Bloecher. Par-
ticipants in the scheme, besides myself,
were Paul Jackson of Tasmania, Jeff
Maynard of Victoria, Bill Chalker and Harry
Griesberg of New South Wales.

Together, we set about gathering details of
other entity events. Tasmania, which had
not featured any entity reports in the
original catalogue, soon produced half a
dozen stories. Over a short period of time
our thirty six original accounts blossomed

to over one hundred.

Looking at these accounts, I became aware
that they were not all of equal interest to
UFO research. Reports ranged from descrip-
tions of an entity walking along the side
of a road, an ape-like creature chasing
youths through scrub, through to a humanoid
inside a UFO. To eliminate any confusion

I suggested (1) that terminology should be
adopted based on that used by Webb and
Bloecher (2):

ENTITY REPORT TYPE A (ERA)

"A UFO report in which an entity is seen
inside, entering, or leaving a UFO, or in
close proximity to imply 'occupancy'. This
entity can be human, humanoid, anthropoid,
monster-like, apparitional, robot or other
like in appearance. The distance between
the observer and the UFO-related entity is
of no effect".

ENTITY REPORT TYPE B (ERB)

"A report in which an entity is observed,
there is no associated UFO, but the entity
is similar to a type which has been report-
ed in association with a UFO previously".

ENTITY REPORT TYPE C (ERC)

"A report where an entity is observed but
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there is no association between the entity
and the UFO phenomena as far as can be as-
certained”.

ENTITY REPORT TYPE D (ERD)

"A report which involves purely seemingly
telepathic, audio or 'invisible' communi-
cation or entities, which seem to have
some bearing on the UFO phenomena".

This notation was subsequently adopted by
ACUFOS and utilised in the computer file
held by ACUFOS. The notation and defini-
tion removes one problem associated with
the use of "close encounter type three"
which, by definition, can only be used to
describe an encounter with an entity within
a certain distance (150 metres) (3). Re-
viewing some of the global entity reports,
there are accounts where reporters, looking
through binoculars, see an entity inside a
lighted object one kilometre away, or, in
at least one Australian case, the object
was reported to have been 8-10 km away (4).

Returning to our 100 plus Australian cases,
upon employing the ERA-D classification we
have a residue of 67 events. I have pre-
pared a listing of these and this list is
available from UFORAN.

A study of the available information on
these cases was made between 1977 and 1980.
I ended up with several categories into
which I placed my conclusion on each
report. These sub-divisions were:

(a) Suggested hoax,

(b) alternative explanations,

(c) insufficient information,

(d) a residue which appears worthy of fur-
thexr study.

Category (a) holds 5 cases, (b) 9, (c) 26,
(d) 27, as follows:

(a) North Queensland 1954, Plympton 1964,
rural Victoria 1966, Goulburn 1968,
North Queensland 1974.

(b) Paramatta 1868, East Malvern 1954,
Bowna 1961, Salisbury 1962, Gum Creek
1964, Ivy Tanks 1973, Grasstree Hill
1974, Goulburn 1974, Ten Mile Hill 1976.

(c) Central NSW 1893, Kelso 1909, Gore 1909,
Kaikora 1909, Pt Molyneux 1909,

Invercargill 1910, rural NSW 1919,
central Australia 1951, Bankstown 1954,
Hobart 1963/64, Clare 1967/68, Wynyard
1968, Penrith 1969, Midlands 1970,
Cairns 1971, Warragamba 1971, Springwood
1973, Launceston 1964, Canberra 1974,
Coffs Harbour 1975, Deception Bay 1975,
Heathcote Road 1976, Bulloo River 1977
Mt Magnet 1977, Warkworth 1978, East
Coast Bays Road 1978.

’

(d) Christchurch 1944/45, Berriedale 1948,
Eucla 1955, Fiji 1957, Blenheim 1959,
Boianai 1959, Belmost 1960, Sydney 1965,
Wodonga 1967, Alberton 1967, Walcha
1968/69, Childers 1969, Flinders Park
1969, Greenacre 1969, Tirau 1969, Waluka
1971, Waikerie 1971, Bent's Basin 1972,
Kuraby 1972, Campania 1972, Kimba 1973,
Brookby 1975, Kettering 1976, Daw Park
1976, 7MI Beach 1977, Waimata 1977.

Just what are the types of report remaining
in our residue? The following outline de-
tails of a few of these events.
DAW PARK, STH AUST., MAY 30, 1976.

A 17 year old, unemployed, youth was listen-
ing to music in his bedroom when the radio
gave off "static" noises. The family dog,
a German Shepherd, started to bark and the
youth walked out to the porch to see what
ailed the animal. Through a window, look-
ing onto the back lawn, he saw .a figure
which seemed humanoid and was dressed in a
silver suit, white boots, and wore a visor-
like object over its head. On the entity's
chest was a 30 by 30 cm box with a symbol,
like a vertical figure eight, on it. The
figure was some 165-175 cm tall with nor-
mal arm and leg proportions. His suit ap-
peared to be all in one piece as far as the
youth could make out from his 10 metre view-
ing range.

BELMONT, NSW, AUGUST 1960.

Mrs Helen Aldridge lives in an isolated part
of Belmont North, a suburb of Newcastle, not
far from the cliffs overlooking the ocean.

One night in August 1960, she was awakened
by a buzzing sound and, upon opening her
eyes, she saw a bright light shining in
through her bedroom window. Curious, she
got up to look and saw a most unusual sight.
There, not more than 15-25 metres away, in
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the space between her backyard and the
cliffs was the source of the light - it

was a round object, not unlike a large musi-
cal top and was sitting right in the paddock
beside her home.

At first, Mrs Aldridge thought that a semi-
trailer must have entered the place, but
then she remembered that there were no
gates and that the object did not really
look like a semi.

After watching for a while, the witness
tried to call her son but got no response.
Her attention was then drawn to a movement
in the garden below and she was shocked to
see a person walking towards the house and
looking at the ground, as if searching for
something. When the being was only about
three metres away, Mrs Aldridge quickly shut
the window. The noise caused the nocturnal
visitor to glance up at her and then quick-
ly retreat towards the 45 cm high side
fence. The entity reached the fence and
stepped over, but continued watching the
witness.

Mrs Aldridge waited no longer. She rushed
to her son's bedroom and got him out of

bed. Together they sped to the window but
found that the person had gone as had the
object. All that could be seen was a bright,
glowing spot, much larger than a star, mov-
ing slowly, low in the sky, about 1.6 km
away .

The object in the paddock was described as
a very large top shape with a light, simi-
lar to a car's headlight, on its apex.

This light rotated and projected a yellowish
-white beam which illuminated the paddock,
house and garden, as it swept around. The
object itself glowed red and gold and show-
ed a surface pattern like that of a camou-
flaged tank. It gave out a continuous low
pitched buzzing sound. The whole structure
was about 5 metres across and 1.3 metres
high. A 35 cm lighted strip ran around

the object and looked like a panoramic win-
dow. There were no supports, landing gear
or other protrusions.

The being was described as 105-120 cm tall
with body proportions normal by our stand-
ards. The mannerism and appearance were
also normal. The entity seemed to be dres-
sed in an olive-green, skin tight, suit of
dull material. This suit, which lacked

fastenings, had a helmet of the same mat-
erial with a face plate of a non-transpar-
ent, orange coloured, plastic-like substance.
The being's hands were not clearly seen,
but appeared to be covered with gloves of
olive-green colour. The boots were white-
grey and looked like basketball shoes.

The whole experience lasted some 15 minutes
and, after the first shock, the witness re-
mained acutely aware of all that happened.
She kept the event unreported for years for
fear of ridicule but finally revealed the
story to UFOR (NSW).
WAIMATA VALLEY, NZ, DECEMBER 2, 1977.
A farmer was awoken by his dog barking and,
upon investigation, saw a landed "flying
saucer" on the ground. Two humanoids were
carrying one of his dogs between them and
moving towards the object. . They were 143

cm tall and wore close fitting, metallic,
silver overalls and white, opaque, helmets.
These overalls were gathered at the ankles
with elastic cuffs which extended over red
glowing boots. On the entities' hands were
large silver gauntlets with flared arm cover-
ings extending halfway up the forearms. The
white helmets were rounded like large motor-
cycle helmets and extended from shoulder to
shoulder without any markings or openings.

Alarmed by this sight, the farmer fired a
shot and apparently winged one of the enti-
ties for the two beings dropped the dog and
the wounded one ran off into some nearby
bushes while the other ran into the craft,
which took off at speed.

As you can see our residue category does in-
deed contain some provocative accounts.

OUTCOME OF OUR ANALYSES

1. Of particular importance, I believe, is
the location of many of the events. 20
out of 27 occurred in a rural/isolated
place, as compared with 7 within a sub-
urban area. This is a reflection of
Michel's comment on the 1954 French wave
that population centres were avoided by
landings (5); Vallee's comment that the
number of landings seemed inversely pro-
portional to population distribution (6) ;
and Vicente-Juan Ballester Olmos' work
presented at the 1976 CUFOS technical
conference (7).
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2. Another important finding is that over time from report to investigation needs
three quarters of the reporters appeared to be reduced, possibly to a maximum of
to be in a familiar environment. One a week.
would perhaps expect a higher quantity
of strangeness from someone who sees an 2. Once we have better collection of data,
object in a familiar environment, and we need far more discussion in an in-
also the minimum possibility of misiden- vestigator's documentation, e.g. dis-
tification. cussion as to why the entity walking

along a road couldn't have been a human

3. Diurnal peaks in these cases are between in disguise, why the event coud not have
1500-1800 hrs and midnight to 0300 hrs, been a dream, hallucination etc.
local time, which is at once familiar
and unfamiliar. A 1500-1800 hrs peak is 3. Once the report is compiled we need an
not one normally associated with UFO adequate means of distributing details
events, whereas the 0000-0300 hrs one of the report. The AESG has started dis-
is (8). seminating information already and of-

fers a proven method for effective dis-

4. Duration is mainly short with a peak tribution of the report in an accurate
between 10 to 100 seconds. This may be fashion.
said to increase the chances of misiden-
tification of a mundane object. SUMMARY

5. 25 out of 27 cases involve one and only ERA cases contain a fascinating multitude of
one object. raw data bits and are a rich sub-category of

the whole subject. Looked at carefully,

6. Almost half of the cases involve one they may well provide the much needed key to
entity only, and all, but 2, were of determining an explanation for the UFO phen-
humanoid type beings. omena.

In summary, in a perfect case, we would be
dealing with reports of humanoid beings and REFERENCES:
single objects witnessed by one reporter at

least 50% of the time, usually in an iso- (1) "Some Notes on a Point of Definition",
lated/rural locality, and of short duration. K. Basterfield, ACOS Bulletin, No.8,
However, the normal picture is far from this Dec '76, pp.3-4.
ideal when we view the style and types of (2) "1973 - Year of the Humanoids", D. Webb,
entities. Little sense is made from inter- CUFOS, Chicago, May '76.
action between entity and reporter. What (3) "The UFO Experience", J. Allen Hynek,
remains is a complex of similar, but at the Abeland-Schuman, London, 1972, p.86.
same time dis-similar, stories. There is (4) Taped interview with the percipient Mrs
not one single case where physical events Sylvester in 1963. "Flying Saucers
(traces) and a definite being have been re- Serious Business", F. Edwards, Stuart,
ported together. 1976, p.112. "Flying Saucers where Do
They Come From", R. Tambling, Horwitz,
From the viewpoint of the professional sci- 1967, p.133. '"Passport to Magonia",
entist, these ERA events remain unsubstan- J. Vallee, Regnery, 1969, p.288. FSR
tiated verbal accounts only. 16/4, p.32.
(5) "Flying Saucers and the Straight Line
WHAT OF THE FUTURE? Mystery", A. Michel.
(6) "Challenge to Science", J. & J. Vallee,
Future lines of research present themselves Neville Spearman, London, 1966.
from this review: (7) "Are UFO Sightings Related to Population'?
Vicente-Juan Ballester Olmos, CUFOS con-
1. Firstly, we need a better collection of ference papers, Chicago, 1976.
data from all investigators. I believe (8) "Type 1 Phenomena in Spain and Portugal",
we have not been gathering sufficiently J. Vallee and Ballester Olmos, FSR Spec-
in past cases. Documentation of entity ial, No.4, p.e6l.l

reports needs to be improved. Response




SHOULD NASA FLY PRIVATE CITIZENS ABOARD THE SPACE SHUTTLE ?

BY NASA ADMINISTRATOR JAMES M.

BEGGS

(Submitted by Jane Brooks - UFORAN Space Technology Correspondent)

Man’s interest in space
has always included the
desire to travels ex-
plore and understand
its vast horizons.
NASA has always be-
lieved in an open pro-
gram and has gone to
great efforts to keep
people informed. Through such media as on-
board televisions people have travelled in-
to space vicariously. Now a new opportun-
ity is emerging - for peorple to €0 them-
selvesy to see for themselves and to share
with others. It has long been a desire of
NASA to allow private citizens to fly.

Now with the United States in possession

of the Space Shuttle and with access to
space becoming routines the opportunity for
private citizens to fly as passengers de-
serves careful consideration. This means
that the many interrelated questions must
be examined before any agency decision can
be made. Therefores I've asked a small
task force of our NASA Advisory Council to
study these questions and evaluate the op-
tions for selecting passengers. I encour-
age you to help them with their work.

The maximum current Shuttle capacity is
seven people for seven days, which would
include a standard crew of four: commander,
piloty, and two mission specialists. These
crew members aresand will bes NASA astro-
nauts (with the exception of one individual
under a European Space Agency/NASA mission
specialist training agreement).

The remaining three slotsy if not filled

by NASA or user-community trained payload
specialistssy could provide an opportunity
for one or more private citizens to travel
aboard the Space Shuttle. The reauirements
they would have to meet would not be as
rigorous as those for astronauts.

A diverse range of people have already ex-
pressed an interest in flying as passengers:

the news media and such correspondents as
Walter Cronkite and Jules Bergman, enter-
tainers such as John Denver and the Rol-
ling Stonesy film companiess authors»
artistsy public figuress futurists and the
man or woman who is simply determined to
go0. We can assume that there are many
people that we have not heard from vyet.

The total number of citizens interested in
flying aboard the Shuttle cannot yet be
estimated. But one can assume that the
figure would be a large one. So the current
challenge before the task force is to de-
termine what kind of criteria to apply to
pick the relatively small number of private
passengers that can be flown. To give you
some sense of the enormous size of such a
recruitment/selection tasks there were al-
most 3,500 applications in 1980 who met

the rigorous minimum qualifications for 19
astronaut openings.

John Naugles formerly our chief scientist,
is heading the group to study the auestions
raised in selecting private civizens for
flight. He contributed to the development
of the mission and payload specialist con-
cepts. The members of the task force being
a spectrum of diverse persectives and ex-
pertise to this task: Capt. Richard H.
Trulys pilot of the second Space Shuttle
mission’ Daniel Finks formerly General
Electric’s vice president for corporate plan-
ning; Sulvia Friess historian’ Willis
Hawkinss chairman of the Aerospace Safety
Advisory Panel that oversees the Shuttle pro-
gram; James Micheners an author who has
spent a good deal of time understanding NASA
and its history’s Julian Scheers who headed
public affairs during the early days when
NASA*s open policy was developed; and
Florence Skelly» president of a maior market-
ing research firm noted for its understand-
ing of the American peoples their values»
expectations and perceptions.

The task force has adopted a working as-
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sumption that: (1) there will be a policy
of continuing flight opportunities for
private citizens’ and (2) NASA needs to es-
tablish a "fair™ policy and selection pro-
cess that assures a range of passengers

who would bring the fullest benefits to the
public. And they're looking at the fol low-
ing kinds of questions in trying to deter-
mine a selection process that is perceived
as fair:

o What should the obiectives for flying
private citizen passengers be? What
should their flight role be?

e Should they be integrated into the over-
all mission and be given tasks to per-
form or fly aboard strictly as observers?

e What would the benefits to the American
people or the world at large be if pri-
vate citizens are flown aboard the Shut-
tle? Should consideration be given to
selecting not only citizens from the
United States but from foreign countries
as well?

e How do you determine who gets priority
in flying?

e What are the medical and training require-
ments that would be necessary for private
citizen flight roles?

The first meeting of the task force was de-
voted to identifying such auestions. Now
the group is fact finding with meetings
scheduled for NASA's Johnson Space Centers
Houstons in October and Kennedy Space Center
Floridas in November. In additions the
group will contact a small number of people
around the country wh