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editorial 
THE EVOLUTION OF A UFOLOGIST - A PERSONAL VIEWPOINT 

(Gues t Edi tori a l  by Kei th Basterfield) 

In my investigations into the UFO phenomena, over the past fifteen years, I have passed 
through several stages. Initially, came the genesis when, fresh to the subject, I soaked 
up information from any source, like a sponge. Then came the years 1970-1973 which found 
me out in the field in one of Australia's few "flap areas" - the mid-north of .South Austra­
lia. My other travellers, and I, spent hundreds of hours interviewing and learning about 
our fellow human beings, with all their inherent difficulties, as reliable recorders of an 
event. From this era emerged the beginning of an understanding of the phenomena. 

From here the learning process blossomed, coupled with continuing interviews, investiga­
tions and, most importantly, research. My travels led me across south-eastern Australia 
and to knowing other Australian researchers. Ideas were exchanged and friendships developed. 
The UFO "residue" diminished in numbers as experience grew. 

In the late 1970s an idea grew from which came my book: "UFOs - the Image Hypothesis"; 
although the raw manuscript carried more detail than the final product allowed. 

Perhaps the human mind was capable of generating the phenomena! 

The last few years have seen me retire from all organised groups except ACUFOS, where I 
hold the position o( Reports Coordinator and compile the ACUFOS Reports Digest. 

I have been, of late, quietly digesting alternative views on the subject: The birth 
trauma idea of Alvin Lawson, the Earthlight concept of Paul Devereux, the stationary whirl­
wind theory to explain physical traces in English crop fields. All appear to have their 
place in our area of interest. 

One of my many sidelines i� collecting Australian accounts of near death experiences. 
Here the same sane, reliable, average persons, who report UFOs, tell of their trip to a 
place where they meet dead relatives and sometimes a being of light. God perhaps? They 
return to tell their incredible story which is every bit as real to them as events related 
by UFO abductees. 

Since first becoming interested in UFOs, in 1968, I have learnt that the universe can 
indeed be a strange, and sometimes frightening, place and that the Earth still has count­
less mysteries which she is only slowly conceding to us. 

In religious analogy, I have at times been an atheist {pre 1968 - "there is no such phen­
omena"}; an almost·believer {circa 1972}, and an agnostic {"yes there is a phenomena, but 
we do not know its cause and may never know"}. However, I reserve the right to become a 
"born again christian", or to hold any other position, as the evidence changes. 

I would suspect many of you have been through some, or all of these, positions at times. 

At the moment, I no longer feel the need to automatically invoke extra-terrestrials­
The Earth and our minds appear a much more likely cause. 

I recount my experiences, and changes, for two purposes. Firstly, to assist any of my 
colleagues who may be down in one of the many potholes, along the road to knowledge, and 
who are asking is it worth spending energy to haul themselves out and move on. My answer 
is a resounding yes! 

Secondly, to point out that I don't believe that the mystery is going to be solved by 
armchair theorists, or professional scientists, but by us. It is going to be solved by 
fieldwork, patient research, and much thought and discussion- By fieldwork, I mean that 
we must get out and about actively unearthing facts - cold, hard facts. Following this 
must come the processes of collation, interpretation, and dissemination. 

Dissemination must take place within the UFO literature. The .general media cannot be 
trusted with such matters. One example of the excellent mediums around is this newsletter 
- UFORAN. It has risen Phoenix-like from its problems, due to the dedication and tender 
loving care of Vladimir Godic and Pony Barenson. They want to serve the UFO community in 
the way they know best - providing a vehicle for you and I to publish our ideas and find­
ings. I urge you to support UFORAN. 

Let's press on with new resolve. I fully believe the end is almost in sight-1 
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STRINGER/MANSON UFO SIGHTING 

(Original report investigated by Bruce Harding throughout 1973. The report,upon which 

this article is based, comes from the files of the now defun ct A.P.R.G. (Christchurch , 

New Zealand). Permission to reproduce this material was granted by Bruce Harding). 

BY H A R OLD J .  KNAPMAN 

<UFORAN C o r resPond ent N ew Ze alan d > 

DATE OF SIGHTING: 

January 14 , 19 7 3. 

LOCATION: 

Spencerville Road, Spencerville, Christ­
church, New Zealand. 

WITNESSES: 

1. Steve Stringer 
2. Karen Manson (Steve's girlfriend). 

BACKGROUND TO THE INCIDENT: 

It was about 1 2.45 a.m. and Steve Stringer 
and his girlfriend, Karen, were out driv­
ing - Steve was teaching Karen to drive. 
They had been out since 8 p.m. and had not 
been drinking at all. 

Steve described the site of the incident, 
which occured at 1 2 .45 a.m., as "out in the 
middle of nowhere" and a later visit by the 
investigators confirmed this statement. 
The area is a zone of dairying and farmland 
with small roads, flat paddocks and trees. 
The site is situated some miles from the 
bustle of Christchurch. 

It was a hot, warm, muggy night which Karen 
called "dead eerie" and Steve said, "it 
was a perfectly still night. Not a breath 
of wind ... nothing". 

Their statement, written by Steve, explains 
the circumstances surrounding the encounter. 
Steve said he heard a humming or "ringing" 
noise and was very "certain I could hear it". 
Following this, Karen spotted the object 
behind a dip in some very distant trees - it 
looked like an egg held at arm's length and 
was "plain" because it was not fuzzy edged 
(this point has more meaning later in the 

encounter). Karen said: "What gets me is 
we saw it out there and I said it looked 
like a flying saucer and then, the next 
minute, (we) looked up and it was just com­
ing towards us. I still think they could 
hear us. (Karen laughs and Steve scoffs 
quietly at her.)". 

Steve, on being asked by Karen to explain 
"it", dismissed the object as a plane and 
this deduction is understandable because 
the craft was sighted behind tree tops from 
quite a distance. 

On the map the object is shown to have made 
a right-angled turn, but Steve and Karen 
weren't watching it at this stage and, thus, 
just assume this is what it did in order to 
manoeuvre. Afterall, they both now heard 
the humming noise and instinctively looked 
up to see the object flying high and yet 
downwards on a 45° slant. It was coming 
straight down and would have taken less than 
5 minutes to travel from its original great 
distance to the close phase. In Karen's 
words, it came "right at us". 

The sound was clearly audible, the car motor 
was not running and Karen said the sound 
"wasn't coming from any direction" .... rather 
through the air "like wind". 

Originally, i.e. within a week of the sight­
ing, Steve described the object as having 
big spotlights around its bottom, but, after 
seeing a coloured impression of it, based 
on his sketch, he realised that the lights 
were around the middle instead. These lighm 
were extremely bright and lit up everything. 
They showed no actual solid rivets or port­
holes on the craft - these may have been 
rendered invisible due to the intensity of 
the lights. Steve said, "it was all light 
with spotlights - big spotlights, all round. 
That's all we really remember". The object 
was a yellow-white colour and was very, very, 
close. Steve said, "it did not look metallic 
as such". 

The following is Steve's description of the 
craft: 

The object was bright - the light was "fan­
tastic", unlike anything he had ever seen 
before. Steve likened it to the fictional 
craft in television's "Invaders" series of 
1967-8. The sound produced was high-pitched: 
Steve and Karen both agreed that the lights 
were circular and "glared out everywhere -
it was a big object it really was. Honestly, 
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I was just that scared when I first saw it, 
I didn't stop to take size or anything like 
that. We didn't know what it was". The 
lights "didn't have shafts of light like a 
spotlight coming down, but were just round 
circles of light glaring out ahead of them. 
The body was fuzzy now, with the lights, 
and this can be attributed to the fact that 
if you look into a bright light you can 
only see just a blurry outline - you can't 
picture anything behind it". 

THE SITE: 

The area consisted of "paddocks everywhere, 
as far as you can see". Steve estimated 
the paddock out ahead stretched for a mile 
and a farmhouse was about a half mile from 
where they were parked. 

DETAILS OF THE CLOSE ENCOUNTER: 

The UFO came roUnd and went over a distant 
shed, it got to the first fence before 
Steve decided that was close enough as 
far as he was concerned. Because no lig� 
were on in the nearby farmhouse, he engag­
ed reverse gear and roared out backwards, 
leaving the headlights off to avoid at­
tracting attention. Consequently, Steve 
almost went over the roadside embankment. 

As Steve and Karen left they could see the 
object out of their back window - "close 
behind us". 

The car started without difficulty while 
the UFO was in the vicinity. Steve said, 
"I'm pretty sure it didn't land, not at 
that exact spot where we were, because 
when we looked back, when we were driving 
off, it was over that spot at least - it 
would have been well over it". I (Harding) 
said, "so if you had have stayed there ... " 
Steve replied, "yeah, well we didn't know". 
Karen added, " • . .  coming straight for the 
window you know - if we had have stayed 
there we probably wouldn't be here". 

Steve checked on its approach and said " 
wasn't really rushing towards us, was it"? 
Karen replied, "no, no, well it wasn't 
taking its time and it wasn't rushing, you 
know what I mean"? 

I {Harding) checked on possible "explana­
tions", i.e. a plane or weather balloon. 
Steve said, "well a weather balloon wouldn't 
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light up so much would it"? Karen did not 
believe she had witnessed a plane or a bal­
loon. Steve rang to check on these possibi­
lities but couldn't get through. However, 
Steve's sister's fiance, who worked at NAC, 
said it was unlikely that there would be 
any planes anywhere at that time of night. 

In his statement, Steve made the point that 
the UFO looked like it was coming at them, 
but, on thinking this over, said, "at first 
I thought it was coming straight for us, but 
what the hell have they got to do with us, 
you know, sort of thing". Steve also said 
the UFO·reminded him of some buildings at 
QE2 park. 

When the object cleared the area above where 
Steve and Karen were parked, it cleared 
trees 25 to 30 feet high. 

PHYSICAL EFFECTS: 

Surprisingly, this case contains none. 
There were no effects on the car's ignition. 
Steve and Karen did not experience a rise 
in temperature as the UFO approached, nor 
did it leave any burn marks on them. The 
only effect was emotional trauma. 

THE WITNESSES: 

Steve and Karen are helpful, average, people. 

Steve, when questioned on a 12.45 a.m. driv­
ing lesson, replied, "it doesn't worry me 
what anyone thinks, I teach here when I 
like". When asked why they didn't contact 
the media, Steve replied " • . .  didn't think 
it was really worthwhile. We sat down and 
discussed it and it could have been a UFO, 
but, at that time, I didn't believe in them 
very much, and you just get laughed at. No­
one believes you and that was it". Karen 
agreed. 

I (Harding) , asked them for their view on 
UFOs and this is what they said: 

STEVE: "I've never really taken them into 
mind, but, seeing I've had the experience 
of one, well, I'm interested now". 

KAREN: "I didn't even really know they ex­
isted before I saw one, so they didn't 
bother me". 

Neither of the witnesses had seen a UFO 
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before, although they both admitted that 
they would like to believe they saw a UFO. 

Karen has not had a driving lesson since 
the encounter. Both witnesses had spent 
quite a lot of time at the sit�� before the 
incident, but, ever since, Steve says "now 
and again, during the day, but not at nigh� 
I jokingly asked Karen about her reaction 
if little men had walked out of it. She 
replied she would have 'died'". When 
asked how frightened she was, Karen said, 
"I was crying. Steve wanted to stop. As 
soon as we got out of it • . •  down the road 
a wee bit, he (wanted to) have a look, go 
back, and I wouldn't let him, I was pul­
ling at him to go". Of this, Steve said, 
"well, when you're not expecting anything 
- nothing you've ever seen before in your 
life, well your not going to stick around. 
It was really frightening, really fright­
ening. Like, I've been out in the night 
in the bush and I'm not scared of the 
dark, or anything like that, but that real­
ly frightened me, really terrified me". 

As a measure of his seriousness, Steve has 
staked his reputation on the truthfulness 
of his story. As he put it, "I told Bruce 
before, I didn't believe in bloody UFOs in 
the first place, until I seen what I seen 
that night. So, if I did believe in, and 
I was all keen on them, I could have il­
lusioned something - but I didn't believe 
in them in the first place". 

Brian Musson asked Steve if he felt there 
would be a logical explanation for what 
he and Karen saw and Steve responded, 
"yeah, there'd have to be for something 
like that to come down wouldn't there"? 

FIELD INVESTIGATION: 

Although a little disjointed, the investi­
gation was conducted adequately and com­
pletely. 

Harding's initial contact with Steve came 
by chance when an associate told him of 
the incident which he had heard from a rela­
tive. 

Harding conducted a phone interview with 
Steve within a week of the occurrence and 
sent him a sighting report form which, due 
to other pressures and his often not being 
home, the witness did not return to Harding. 
The investigation was hampered for months 
by Steve not being home and not answering 
messages. Steve had problems - a car motor 
replacement, a pet lost causing obvious 
upset, etc. Harding sent the witness a 
second form which he lost. Steve complained 
that the form was inflexible for close en­
counters and Harding later came to see , and 
agree, with this. 

Finally, the investigator got Steve to make 
and sign a statement, plus a sketch which 
Harding worked on and improved to his satis­
faction. 

On the evening of Sep�ember 7, 1973, Steve 
and Karen visited Harding who said, "Steve 
really had wanted to help and did so during 
a clear spot. We all met for the first time 
and most of the quotes used in this report 
come from that first discussion". 

Harding conducted the total investigation 
up until the afternoon of Sunday, January 
27, 1974, when Brian Musson joined and 
assisted in the finalisation of the case. 
"We visited the site, reconstructed the 
incident of a year ago, we took photographs 
and I have a good model of the site". 

INVESTIGATOR'S STATEMENT: 

"In my opinion, this is another first class 
CE 1 case and I believe the reporters of 
this incident to be of the utmost integrity. 
Steve is a very good upholsterer and Karen 
holds a position in a leading fashion company". 

MOVING ? ? ? PLEASE NOTIFY us OF YOUR 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS, IF YOUR MAGAZINE IS 

RETURNED WE WILL NOT SEND ANY FUTURE 

ISSUES UNTIL WE RECEIVE YOUR NEW ADDRESS, 
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While much has been written on Australian 
entity cases, little has been heard of 
similar events in New Zealand. Although 
several excellent publications have come 
out of that country over the years, for 
some reason New Zealand entity reports 
have not featured very prominently in world­
wide UFO journals. 

New Zealand lies between 33-53° south, 
about 1600 km east of Australia, and has 
a population of about 3.2 million people 
spread over 270,000 sq. km (about the same 
size as the British Isles). 

My research, todate, has uncovered 18 
entity reports for the whole of New Zealand. 
These figures might best be compared with 
our fairly thoroughly researched 87 Aust­
ralian cases from a population of some 15 
million over 7,700,000 sq. km, or with the 
number of recorded global entity accounts 
which have reached 2100. 

In order to rectify the lack of information 
about these 18 cases I present here a brief 
summary of these events for your benefit. 
The references shown following each ab­
stract are the most original sources I 
could locate. Further references are 
available from the author for those inter­
ested in pursuing the matter. 

GORE - July 30, 1909 , 0500 hrs. 

Two male dredgehands viewed an 11air-ship'' 
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at close range. The ship lowered through 
mist and circled around. Two figures were 
plainly visible sitting on board the craft 
which was carrying lights at both ends. 
Finally, it shot upwards and left to the 
south-east. 

(Auckland Weekly News 5/8/09). 

PORT MOLYNEUX - later than July 1909 

An air-ship is said to have alighted and oc­
cupants, who looked 11Japanese11, emerged and 
engaged a male onlooker in conversation. 

(Unknown 1909 issue of Clutha Free Press). 

WAIPAWA - August 3, 1909, night. 

A resident declared he had seen a grey tor­
pedo shaped structure which contained three 
men, one of whom shouted to him in a foreign 
language. The witness then watched the 
machine for some time. lt had two lights 
and circled before leaving. 

(Hawkes Bay Herald 6/8/09). 

INVERCARGILL - January 1910, 2300 hrs. 

Several witnesses, amongst them a vicar, the 
mayor,and a policeman, saw a cigar shaped 
object hovering at 30 m. A man appeared at 
a lateral door and was heard shouting some 
words in an unknown lansuage. The opening 
closed and the object accelerated away and 
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was l os t  to s i gh t .  

( Pas s po r t t o  Magon i a , Va l l ee, Spea rman , 
Lon don 1 9 70, p .  1 87 ) . 

C HR I ST C HURC H - 1 9 44/45,  1 62 0  hrs . 

A n u rs e  i s  repo r ted  to h a ve come a c ross  an 
1 1 u p t u rn e d  s a uce r ' '  an d seve ra l  s ma l l f i gures 
i n s i de t ran s p a ren t 1 1 ca s es 1 1 .  One  of t he 
be i n g s ,  who was no more t h an 12 0 cm t a l l , 
was s i t u a ted ou t s i de t h e  l an ded  obje c t . 
The en t i t i es appea red to be g reen co l ou red  
fo rms i n s i de t ran s pa re n t  ob l on g  cas i n gs . 
They h ad q u i te l a rge heads  i n  p ropo r t i on 
t o  t h e i r bod i e s .  When t he l ady moved c l os �  
the  l i t t l e be i n g 1 1 d r i f t ed 1 1 i n to the  object 
t h rough  a s ma l l open i n g .  The object  then  
too k  o f f . 

( AP RG Jou rna l 1 9 74,  No . 1 ,  p p . 1 1- 1 4 ) . 

B L E N HE I M  - J u l y  1 3 , 1 9 59,  05 30 h rs .  

M r s  F .  Mo re l an d was c ros s i ng a paddock�1en 
a 6- 10 m d i ame t e r 1 1 s au ce r 1 1 de s ce n ded  towards 
he r a n d  hove re d a t  roo f - top he i gh t . Th ro ugh 
t he obj e c t ' s  dome s he s aw two men d re s s e d  
i n  f a i r l y  c l ose  f i t t i ng s u i t s of  s h i ny 
ma t e r i a l  l i ke a l um i n i um fo i l .  Opaque  he l ­
me t s  ro se f rom t he i r s hou l de r s .  The i r 
faces  co u l d  not be seen . One man s tood up, 
p l aced two han d s  i n  f ron t o f  h i m, then  s a t  
down . A m i n u te  l a t e r 1 1 j et s 1 1  f i re d a n d  t h e  
obj e c t  a s cen ded ve r t i ca l l y  w i t h  a n  a ud i b l e, 
soft, h i gh- p i t ched wh i s t l e .  

( Ne l s on Even i n g Ma i l 2 2 / 7/ 59 ) . 

WA I RAKE I - Decembe r 1 8, 1 9 68, 2 2 3 0- 2 3 00 h r s .  

A M i s s Ha rvey a n d  a M r  Pe rego we re t rave l -
1 i n g  by ca r when t hey s aw a 1 1man 1 1  d res sed 
i _n a 1 1 d i ve r's s u i t 1 1 wa l k i n g a l on gs i de t he 
i so l a ted road t h ey we re t rave l l i n g .  The 
ma n wa s about  170- 1 82 cm t a l l ,  o f  ave rage 
bu i l d , a n d  had  on a s h i ny ,  p l a s t i c- type,  
d a rk b l ue, l oose f i t t i ng s u i t .  The re was 
a d i v i s i on or be l t  a round  h i s  wa i s t .  A 
he l me t  was d i v i ded f rom t he body by a co l ­
l a r  o r  neck  p i ece . Th i s  he l me t  wa s cy l i nd ­
r i ca l ,  1 i ke a rubb i s h con t a i ne r , bu t f l at 
on top a n d  of a d a rk b l ue co l ou r  w i t h  a 
c l ea r  p l a s t i c  s q u a re w i n dow i n  f ron t . 

( Auck l an d  Un i ve rs i t y UFO Resea r ch �roup ) . 

WHANGAMATA - J a n u a ry 19 69, 2200 h rs .  

A man an d h i s  w i fe we re s t ro l l i n g  a l ong  a 
beach when s ud den l y  t h e re was an un canny  
s i l e n ce an d a fee l i ng o f  w rongne s s  i n  t he 
a i r .  Then fou r to s i x t a l l  f i gu res 1 1 f l oa t ­
ed 1 1 down s ome nea rby s an dh i l l s  an d a p p roach­
ed the w i tnes ses . These be i ngs  we re c l o t h ro  
f rom t o p  to bot tom i n  bl ack  w i t h no v i s i b l e  
faces , a rms , o r  feet.  A l a rge, den se-g rey , 
ba l l oon ( 1. 2 m d i ame t e r ) ,with a f l a t bot tom, 
s ud den l y  appea red , a t  eye l eve l , on l y  a 
me t re away . The w i t n es ses  t u rned an d ran . 

(Stran ge rs i n  Ou r Sk i es ,  Dy ke s ,  1N L P r i n t ,  
We l l i n g ton , 1981 , pp . 4 0- 46) . 

AWANU I  - Feb rua ry 2 2 ,  1 9 69 ,  C a  0100 h rs .  

A Mr B rown was wa l k i ng home when he saw an 
i n can de s cence beh i n d ·some bu s hes . Go i ng to 
l ook, he s aw two men an d a woma n s i t t i ng on 
the  g ra s s . The re seemed to be an i n v i s i b l e  
ba r r i e r be tween t he two men wh i ch t he w i t­
ne s s  wa l ked i n to .  One ma n had a n  i n vi s i ble 
wa l l ,  wh i ch was 1 1 f uzzy 1 1 to t he touch, a round 
h i m . Mr  B rown l e f t  but  s t a t es t ha t  t he 
next 

_
day ma rks  we re fou n d  a t  t he s pot.  

( Au ck l a nd Un i ve r s i ty UFO Resea rch G roup ) . 

T I RAU - Late 1969 . 

A 30 yea r o l d woman s aw a br i gh t ,  ye l l ow, 
g l ow i ng , l i gh t  ove r a n ea r by hedge . S i l hou­
e t ted aga i n s t  t he 1 i gh t  we ·re f i ve b l a ck, o r  
da rk,  shadows wh i ch l ooked l i ke f i g u res .and  
moved s l i g h t l y , w i t h  one  be i ng h i g he r t h an 
t he o t he rs .  The shadowed a reas  l ooke d l i ke 
the  heeds arid s hou l de rs o .f peop l e, t hough 
no a rms or  l e gs  we re vi s i b l e .  The w i t nes s 
l e f t  the  a rea . 

( UFO Resea rch Fa r No rth  Queens l an d ) . 

WALUKA - May 1 9 7 1 ,  02 00- 0300 h rs .  

A woman ,  who was havi ng  a cup of  t ea, l ooked 
t h rough he r c u r t a i n s to see t h ree 1 1men 1 1 
cha t t i n g on a nea rby beach . The f i g u res 
seemed to be s h rouded i n  a g rey m i s t .  Nea r­
by was a very br i g h t  red l i g h t . A l i t t l e  
l a t e r  a s i l ve r  s tr i p  appea red on the  wate r 
an d seemed  to l i g h t  the  way back to the  red 
ba l l  fo r the men . The s t r i p  d i s appea re d 
and t h e  red ba l l  t hen l e f t . 

( Canad i an UFO Re po r t ,  Vo l . 2 , No . 3 , p . 2 5 ) . 
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B ROOKBY - J an u a ry 8, 1 9 75,  2 3 30 h rs .  

M r  No r ton an d M i ss Ricard, wh i l s t  re t u rn i n g 
f rom a f i s h i ng t r i p, s aw an obj ect  w i t h  a 
dome an d l eg s . I n s i de ,  mov i n g  a roun d, 
we re th ree s hadowy f i g u re s . The c raft s hot 
off ove r  nea rby h i l l s .  M r  Nor ton's mot he r, 
a n u rse,  sa i d  M i s s  R i ca rd was i n  a s t a t e  
of  shock when t hey a r r i ved  at he r house . 

( NZ Spacevi ew, No . 66) . 

G I SBO RN E - Ma rch 1 2 , 1 9 77,  0 1 00 h rs .  

Th ree young women s pent  a n i g h t  l ook i ng fo r 
UFOs . Late r ,  two hou rs of t he n i g h t  cou l d 
n ot be  accoun ted  fo r .  

One l a dy ( B )  was hypno t i sed  an d recoun ted 
wak i n g a t  1 a.m .  to  f i n d a l i g h t  s h i n i n g 
i n  he r eyes and a d i s c, w i t h  dome , hove r i n g 
nea rby . Two o f  the  women we re drawn a l on g  
the  beam of  1 i gh t  t o  t he obj ect wh i l s t t he 
t h i rd woman s l e p t . 

B next re ca l l ed be i n g i n s i de a sma l l ,  rou n d, 
room . A h umano i d, of  average he i gh t ,  was 
p resen t ,  d res sed  i n  off-wh i te ove ra l l s  an d 
wh i te boot s .  A non -ve rb a l  conve rs at i on en­
s ued . The  l a d i es we re then  re t u rned , v i a 
t he beam, and  the object l e f t  at  s pee d . 

Th e s econ d  l ady re f used to by hypnot i s ed.  

( St range rs i n  Ou r Sk i es ,  Dyke s ,  1N L P r i n t ,  
We l l i ng ton , 1 9 81 , pp . 46-49 ) . 

WA I MATA - De cembe r 2 ,  1 9 7 7, 0 30 0  h rs .  

Awoken by h i s  dog s ,  a fa rme r i nve s t i gated 
and  found  a ''s a u ce r" on t he g round.  Two 
h umano i ds we re ca r ry i ng o f f  one of  h i s  
dog s . They we re 1 4 3 cm t a l l ,  we ar i ng  c l ose 
f i t t i ng, me t a l  l i c-s i l ve r, ove ra l l s  an d wh i t e, 
opaq ue, he l me t s .  The ove ra l l s we re g a t h­
e re d  a t  t he a n k l e s w i t h  e l a s t i c  cuf fs 
wh i ch exten ded ove r red, g l ow i ng ,  boo t s . 
On t he i r h a n d s  we re l a rge s i l ve r  gaun t l e t s, 
w i t h  f l a red a rm cove r i ng s ,  exten d i ng h a l f­
way up t he fo rea rms . The  fa rme r f i red a 
s hot  and  appa re n t l y  w i nged one o f  the  en­
t i t i e s . The  c ra ft took off  a t  s peed . 
Foot p r i n t s  we re re ported l y  fou n d . 

( Xene l og ,  i s s ue un known ) . 
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WA I MATA VA LLEY  - De cembe r 8, 1 9 77 . 

A man repo rted  see i n g an e n t i t y s t and i ng 
by the  s i de of the  road . The en t i t y was 
1 45 cm t al l and wo re a s i l ver su i t  w i t h no 
he l me t  an d b r i gh t  red boot s .  

( Xene l og,  i s s ue un known) .  

WA RKWO RTH - Janua ry 1 9 78, n i gh t . 

A you n g  coup l e  f l as hed a torch a t  a l i gh t  
i n  the s ky .  I t  de s cen ded and  1 an ded 50 m 
away . I t  was round,  s aucer s haped, s i  1 ve r 
i n  co l ou r , and  g l ow i n g .  A doo rway opened 
and revea l ed a ta l l s t andi ng  f i g u re,  appar­
en t l y  2 to 2 . 3  m i n  he i gh t . The  w i tnesses 
waved  to t he en t i ty and the e n t i ty waved  
back . The  doo r t hen c l o sed and  t he obj ec t 
rose and l e f t . 

( Rodney & Waitema ta  T i mes, 1 /2/ 78) . 

EAST COAST BAYS ROAD - Ap r i l  2 ,  1 9 78, 
2030 h rs .  

Ms Rob i n son was r i d i ng a mo torcy c l e  when 
she not i ced a wedge s h ape, w i t h l ig h t s ,  
wh i ch s topped about  2 0 0  m away . She c l ea rly 
s aw two f i gu re s  pee r i ng at  he r wh i ch we re 
v i s i b l e  f rom t he wa i s t up and seemed to be 
we a r i n g d a r k  robes . A ca r appea red a ft e r  
seve ra l  m i n utes  an d t he obj ec t moved away . 

(Auck l and  St a r , 3/4/ 78) . 

DUN E D I N  - J u 1 y 1 1  , 1 9  81 , 1 81 5 h rs . 

An 82 yea r o l d  woman repo rted  see i n g a foot­
ba l l s h aped obj ect, i n  an  adj acent  paddock, 
wh i eh g 1 owed and p u l s a ted . I t  h ad a l i g h t  
o n  i t s l owe r ha l f  wh i ch was as b r i gh t  as a 
s ea rch l i gh t . Two e n t i t i e s we re c l ea r l y  
v i s i b l e w i t h i n  t he obj ect - one appea red to 
be p i l ot i ng f rom a c l ear g l a s s  ca b i n  i n  the  
nos e  wh i l s t the  other  was  s t and i ng i n  a 
cen t ra l  g l a s s  t u be wh i ch ex ten ded beyond 
t he top of  t he c r a f t . Bot h  ent i t i e s we re 
d re s se d  i n  g rey cove r a l l s an d had wh i t e 
s k i n  and  no ha i ·r .  The l ady ca l l ed her  son 
who a l so wa t ched fo r a wh i l e .  

( John Kn apman,  Ch r i s t ch urch ) .  

Look i n g ove r t he even ts  unea r thed, i t  i s  
s u rp r1s 1n g , a l though pe rhaps  not , that  fou r 
cases  come f rom t he ea r l y  pa r t  of  t he ce n -
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t u ry .  Re ade rs  w i l l  p robab l y  reca l l t he 
l a rge n umbe r of  a i r - s h i ps repo rted  ove r New 
Zea l an d  i n  1 909 an d ,  l i ke U.S. coun te rpa rt s 
o f  ea r l i e r  yea rs , e n t i t i e s we re pa rt  of  t he 
s cene . 

The s pect acu l a r 1 9 59 B l enhe i m  obse r�a t i on 
came jus t  1 6  day s  a f t e r  t he we l l  known 
Papua  s i gh t i n g of Rev G i l l  et  a l ,  a n d  i s  
as  i n te re s t i n g a s  any of ou r Aus t ral i an  
even t s . 

Fo l lowing this came repo r t s  rang i ng f rom 

t hose of  en t i t i e s wa l k i n g a l ong road s i des 
to  a pos s i b l e  abduct i on ( mo re than we have 
had  i n  Aus t ra l i a  up un t i l  now) . A,t hough ,  
i n  gene ra l ,  cases  a re s i m i l a r t o  Au s t ra l i an 
even t s ,  t he odd one of a fa rme r shoot i ng 
1 1 dognappe r s '' m i g h t  ju s t  be a l i t t l e  d i f f i ­
cu l t  fo r some re s ea r ch ers  to  swa l l ow .  

I f  any o f  ou r New Zea l an d  reade rs  know of 
o the  r cases i n vo l v i n g en t i t i e s,  I wo u l d a p­
p rec i a te he a r i ng f rom t hem v i a  the UFO 
Re sea rch Aus t ra l ia News l e t te r . l 

C A:-.;BERRA - An intematioual 
tt'am of astronomers working with 
observations made at the Siding 
Spring Ob�ervatory in �SW belit-\·•�:-; 
it has proved the universe will not 
:: nd \\ ith a bang, but will go on 
t :t•:mrting forever. 

l'ntil now, the more popular theory 
hJs ht't·n that the force of gravity will 
t>ventually halt the present expansion 
of thr nni\·erst•. 

At th;.;t point the universe would 
he� in to fall ba,:k on Itself- a pro<:ess 
w�l;f'!: \V\)Ufd end with a "Big Bang" 
�imi!;.r tu u��t with which, theoreti· 
(•ai:.�. the universe bt·�7,an. 

Universe won't 
end with a., 

bang, say 
astronomers 

contain enough matter for its gravit­
ation to O\'t>rcome the force of expan­
sion generated by the initial Big 
Bang. 

This means, he says, that the world 
will literally be without end. 

It will. however, be a cold and dark 
eternih. All the stars will be extin· 
bUi�hed one by one as they use up 
their nuclear fueL 

t:ltimat�Jy the universe wtll be· 
come a. Hghtlcss void, with a unifo1'm 
hmlp�r.tturt! Jttst above absolute zero. 

Hut accordiug to the Australian 
sp.;kesman for the international 
lcam, Or Bru<'t> Peterson, a senior 
rt>:'it.'C.Ht"!h fello�,- at the Australian 
:'liativnal L'nivet·sity, their calcula· 
lious !-�how the universt> does not 

. .  
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The otht.r members of the team arc 
Dr G. E.fstathiou, of Cambridge lini­
ver�ity, Drs A. J. Bean. R. S. Ellis and 
T. Shanks, all of Durham University, 
En�land, and Dr Zou �hen-long, of 
Peking· Observatory. All have been in 
1\ustralia at various times workiug 
on the projed. 
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AUSTRALASIAN 

UFO-RELATED 

ENTITY REPORTS 

BY KEITH BASTERFIELD 

------=========� -
---------- ------------- - --- --

Thi s  arti cle present s an i ndepth revi ew of 

the avai l abl e reporte d UFO cases i n  whi ch 

enti t i es are me nti o ned . O u t  of the si xty 

se ve n known event s there are onl y twenty 
one whi ch appear worthy of further st u dy� 

based on the i nformati on to hand. 

In September 19 76 , this author, together 
with Bill Chalker of Sydney, prepared 
"An Australian Catalogue of Close Encounter 
Type Three Reports" which surrunarised the 
thirty six entity reports which we had 
been able to unearth. This catalogue re­
mained the standar? work on the subject for 
some years. 

Realising the need for a greater depth of 
investigation into these events, the Aust­
ralian Entity Study Group was formed in 
January 19 7 7  and was modelled along the 
lines of the MUFON Humanoid Study Group 
run by Dave Webb and Ted Bloecher. Par­
ticipants in the scheme, besides myself, 
were Paul Jackson of Tasmania, Jeff 
Maynard of Victoria, Bill Chalker and Harry 
Griesberg of New South Wales. 

Together, we set about gathering details of 
other entity events. Tasmania, which had 
not featured any entity reports in the 
original catalogue, soon produced half a 
dozen stories. Over a short period of tfuE 
our thirty six original accounts blossomed 
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to over one hundred. 

Looking at these accounts, I became aware 
that they were not all of equal interest to 
UFO research. Reports ranged from descrip­
tions of an entity walking along the side 
of a road, an ape-like creature chasing 
youths through scrub, through to a humanoid 
inside a UFO. To eliminate any confusion 
I suggested (1) that terminology should be 
adopted based on that used by Webb and 
Bloecher ( 2): 

ENTITY REPORT TYPE A (ERA) 

"A UFO report in which an entity is seen 
insic:E, entering, or leaving a UFO, or in 
close proximity to imply 'occupancy'. This 
entity can be human, humanoid, anthropoid, 
monster-like, apparitional, robot or other 
like in appearance. The distance between 
the observer and the UFO-related entity is 
of no effect". 

ENTITY REPORT TYPE B (ERB) 

"A report in which an entity is observed, 
there is no associated UFO, but the entity 
is similar to a type which has been report­
ed in association with a UFO previously". 

ENTITY REPORT TYPE C (ERC) 
"A report where an entity is observed but 
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there is no association between the entity 
and the UFO phenomena as far as can be as­
certained". 

ENT I T Y  REPORT TYPE D (E RD) 

"A report which involves purely seemingly 
telepathic, audio or 'invisible' communi­
cation or entitiesl which seem to have 
some bearing on the UFO phenomena". 

This notation was subsequently adopted by 
ACUFOS and utilised in the computer file 
held by ACUFOS. The notation and defini­
tion removes one problem associated with 
the use of "close encounter type three" 
whichl by definition, can only be used to 
describe an encounter with an entity within 
a certain distance (150 metres) (3). Re­
viewing some of the global entity reports, 
there are accounts where reporters, looking 
through binoculars, see an entity inside a 
lighted object one kilometre away, or, in 
at least one Australian case, the object 
was reported to have been 8-10 km away (.4). 

Returning to our lOO plus Australian cases, 
upon employing the ERA-D classification we 
have a residue of 67 events. I have pre­
pared a listing of these and this list is 

available from UFORAN. 

A study of the available information on 
these cases was made between 1977 and 1980. 
I ended up with several categories into 
which I placed my conclusion on each 
report. These sub-divisions were: 

(a) Suggested hoax, 
(b) alternative explanations, 
(c) insufficient information, 
(d) a residue which appears worthy of fur­

ther study. 

Category {_a) holds 5 cases, (b) 9, (c) 26, 
(d) 27, as follows: 

(a) North Queensland 1954l Plympton 1964, 
rural Victoria 1966, Goulburn 1968, 
North Queensland 1974. 

(b) Paramatta 1868, East Malvern 1954, 
Bowna 1961, Salisbury 1962, Gum Creek 
1964, Ivy Tanks 1973, Grasstree Hill 
1974, Goulburn 1974, Ten Mile Hill .1976. 

(c) Central NSW 1893, Kelso 1909l Gore 1909, 
Kaikora 1909, Pt Molyneux 1909, 

Invercargill 1910, rural NSW 1919, 
central Australia 1951, Bankstown 1954, 
Hobart 1963/64, Clare 1967/68, Wynyard 
1968, Penrith 1969, Midlands 1970, 
Cairns 1971, Warragamba 1971, Springwood 
1973, Launceston 1964, Canberra 1974, 
Coffs Harbour 1975, Deception Bay 1975, 
Heathcote Road 1976, Bulloo River 1977, 
Mt Magnet 1977, Warkworth 1978, East 
Coast Bays Road 1978. 

(.d) Christchurch 1944/45, Berriedale 1948, 
Eucla 1955, Fiji 1957, Blenheim 1959, 
Boianai 1959, Belmost 1960, Sydney 1965, 
Wodonga 1967, Alberton 1967, Walcha 
1968/69, Childers 1969, Flinders Park 
1969, Green�cre 1969, Tirau 1969, Waluka 
1971, Waikerie 1971, Bent's Basin 1972, 
Kuraby 1972, Campania 1972, Kimba 1973, 
Brookby 1975, Ketteri�g 1976, Daw Park 
1976, 7MI Beach 1977, Waimata 1977. 

Just what are the types of report remaining 
in our residue? The following outline de­
tails of a few of these events. 

DAW PARK, STH AUST., MAY 30, 1976. 

A 17 year old, unemployed, youth was list�n­
ing to music in his bedroom when the radio 
gave off "static" noises. The family dog, 
a German Shepherd, started to bark and the 
youth walked out to the porch to see what 
ailed the animal. Through a window, look­
ing onto the back lawn, he saw.a figure 
which seemed humanoid and was dressed in a 
silver suit, white boots, and wore a visor­
like object over its head. On the entity's 
chest was a 30 by 30 ern box with a symbol, 
like a vertical figure eight, on it. The 
figure was some 165-175 cm tall with nor­
mal arm and leg proportions. His suit ap­
peared to be all in one piece as far as the 
youth could make out from his 10 metre vie� 
ing range. 

BELMONT, NSW, AUGUST 1960. 

Mrs Helen Aldridge lives in an isolated part 
of Belmont North, a suburb of Newcastle, not 
far from the cliffs overlooking the ocean. 

One night in August 1960, she was awakened 
by a buzzing sound and, upon opening her 
eyes, she saw a bright light shining in 
through her bedroom window. Curious, she 
got up to look and saw a most unusual sight. 
There, not more than 15-25 metres away, in 
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the space between her backyard and the 
cliffs was the source of the light - it 
was a round object, not unlike a large musi­
cal top and was sitting right in the paddock 
beside her home. 

At first, Mrs Aldridge thought that a semi­
trailer must have entered the place, but 
then she remembered that there were no 
gates and that the object did not really 
look like a semi. 

After watching for a while, the witness 
tried to call her son but got no response. 
Her attention was then drawn to a movement 
in the garden below and she was shocked to 
see a person walking towards the house and 
looking at the ground, as if searching for 
something. When the being was only about 
three metres awa� Mrs Aldridge quickly shut 
the window. The noise caused the nocturnal 
visitor to glance up at her and then quick­
ly retreat towards the 45 cm high side 
fence. The entity reached the fence and 
stepped over, but continued watching the 
witness. 

Mrs Aldridge waited no longer. She rushed 
to her son' s bedroom and got him out of 
bed. Together they sped to the window but 
found that the person had gone as had the 
object. A_ll that could be seen was a bright, 
glowing spot, much larger than a star, mov­
ing slowly, low in the sky, about 1.6 km 
away. 

The object in the paddock was described as 
a very large top shape with a light, simi­
lar to a car' s headlight, on its apex. 
This light rotated and projected a yeliDwish 
-white beam which illuminated the paddock, 
house and garden, as it swept around. The 
object itself glowed red and gold and show­
ed a surface pattern like that of a camou­
flaged tank. It gave out a continuous low 
pitched buzzing sound. The whole structu� 
was about 5 metres across and 1.3 metres 
high. A 35 cm lighted strip ran around 
the object and looked like a panoramic win­
dow. There were no supports, landing gear 
or other protrusions. 

The being was described as 105-120 cm tall 
with body proportions normal by our stand­
ards. The mannerism and appearance were 
also normal. The entity seemed to be dres­
sed in an olive-green, skin tight, suit of 
dull material. This suit, which lacked 
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fastenings, had a helmet of the same mat­
erial with a face plate of a non-transpar­
ent, orange coloured, plastic-like sub�ce. 
The being's hands were not clearly seen, 
but appeared to be covered with gloves of 
olive-green colour. The boots were white­
grey and looked like basketball shoes. 

The whole experience lasted some 15 minutes 
and,after the first shock, the witness re­
mained acutely aware of all that happened. 
She kept the event unreported for years for 
fear of ridicule but finally revealed the 
story to UFOR (NSW). 

WA I MATA VALLEY, NZ, DE CEMBER 2, 1977. 

A farmer was awoken by his dog barking and, 
upon investigation, saw a landed "flying 
saucer" on the ground. TWo humanoids were 
carrying one of his dogs between them and 
moving towards the object • .  They were 143 
cm tall and wore close fitting, metallic, 
silver overalls and white, opaque, helmets. 
These overalls were gathered at the ankles 
with elastic cuffs which extended over red 
glowing boots. On the entities' hands were 
large silver gauntlets with flared arm cover­
ings extending halfway up the forearms. The 
white helmets were rounded like large motor­
cycle helmets and extended from shoulder to 
shoulder without any markings or openings. 

Alarmed by this sight, the farmer fired a 
shot and apparently winged one of the enti­
ties for the two beings dropped the dog and 
the wounded one ran off into some nearby 
bushes while the other ran into the craft, 
which took off at speed. 

As you can see our residue category does in­
deed contain some provocative accounts. 

OUT COME OF OU R ANALYSES 

1. Of particular importance, I believe, is 
the location of many of the events. 20 
out of 27 occurred in a rural/isolated 
place, as compared with 7 within a sub­
urban area. This is a reflection of 
Michel' s comment on the 1954 French wave 
that population centres were avoided by 
landings (5); Vallee 's comment that the 
number of landings seemed inversely pro­
portional to population distribution (6); 
and Vicente-Juan Ballester Olmos' work 
presented at the 1976 CUFOS technical 
conference (7). 
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2. Another important f inding is that over 
th ree quarters of the reporters appeared 
to be in a fami l iar environment. One 
woul d  perhaps expect a higher quantity 
o f  strangene ss from someone who sees an 
obj ect in a fami liar environment , and 
also the minimum pos s ibi l i ty of mis iden­
t i fication. 

3. Diurnal peaks in the s e  cas es are between 
1 500-1 800 h rs and midnigh t  to 0 300 h rs , 
loc al time , which is at once fami liar 
and un familiar. A 1500-1800 hrs peak is 
not one normal ly associated with UFO 
events , whe reas the 0 000-0 300 h rs one 
is ( 8) . 

4. Duration is mainly short with a peak 
between 10 to 100 s econds. Th is may be 
s aid to inc rease the chances o f  mis iden­
t i f ic at ion of a mundane obj ect. 

5. 2 5  out of 2 7  cases involve one and only 
one ob j ect. 

6. Almost h a l f  of the cases involve one 
entity only , and all , but 2 ,  were of 
humanoid type beings. 

In summary , in a perfect case , we would be 
deal ing with reports of humanoid be ings and 
s ingle obj ects witnessed by one reporter at 
l east 50% of the time , usual ly in an iso­
lated/ rural local ity , and of short duration. 
However , the normal picture is far from this 
ideal when we view the style and types o f  
entit ies. L ittle sense is made f rom inter­
act ion between entity and reporter. What 
remains is a complex of s imil ar , but at the 
same t ime dis-s imilar , s tories. The re is 
not one s ingle case where phys ical events 
( traces) and a de f inite being have been re-

ported together. 

From the viewpoint of the pro fess ional sci­
entis t , these ERA events remain unsubstan­
tiated ve rbal accounts on ly. 

WHAT OF THE FUT U RE ? 

Future l ines of rese arch pres ent thems elves 
from this review : 

1. Firstly , we need a better col l ect ion of 
data from all investigators. I believe 
we have not been gath ering suffic iently 
in past cases. Documentat ion of entity 
reports needs to be improved. Response 

time from report to investigation needs 
to be reduced ,  pos s ibly to a maximum of 
a week. 

2. Once we have better collection of data , 
we need far more discuss ion in an in­
vestigator's documentation , e.g. dis­
cuss ion as to why the entity walking 
along a road couldn ' t  have been a human 
in disguise , why the event coud not have 
been a dream , halluc ination etc. 

3. Once the report is compiled we need an 
adequate means of distribut ing detai ls 
of the report. The AESG has started dis­
s eminating in formation already and of­
fers a proven method for e f fective dis­
tribution of the report in an accurate 
fashion. 

S UMMARY 

ERA cases contain a fasc inating multitude of 
raw data bits and are a rich sub-category of 
the whole sub j ect. Looked at carefully , 
they may well provide the much needed key to 
determining an explanation for the UFO phen­
omena. 
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SHOULD NASA FLY PRI VATE C I T I ZENS ABOARD THE SPACE SHUTTLE ? 

BY NASA AD M INISTRATOR J AM ES M .  BEG G S  

(S ubmi t ted by Jane Brook s - UFORAN Space Te ch nol ogy Corresponde nt) 

M an ' s in t e rest in s P a ce 
h as alw ays in clu d e d  t� 
d es i re t o  t ra vel , e x ­
Plo re an d un d e rst an d  
i ts v ast h o r i z ons .  
NASA h as alw a Ys b e­
l i e v e d in an O P en P ro­
� ram an d h as �one t o  
� re a t e f f o rts t o  k e e P  

p e o Ple inf o rme d .  T h ro u�h s u c h  me d i a as on­
b o a r d t ele v ision , P e o Ple h av e  t ra v el le d in­
to sP a ce v i c a r i o uslY . N ow a n ew O P P o rt un­
itY is eme r� in� - f o r  p e o Ple t o  � o  t h em­
selv es , t o  se e f o r t h ems elves an d t o  sh a re 
w i t h  o t h e rs .  I t  h as I on� b e en a desi re o f  
NASA t o  allow P ri v a t e  c i t i z ens t o  flY . 
N ow w i t h  t h e  Un it e d  S t a t es in P oss ess i o n  
o f  t h e  S P a ce S h u t tle an d w i t h  a c c ess t o  
sP a ce b e com in� ro u t ine , t h e  O P P o r t un i t Y  f o r 
P r i v a t e  c it i z e ns t o  fly as P assen� e rs d e ­
se r v es c a re f ul c ons i d e r a t i on . Th is me ans 
t h a t t h e  m an Y  int e r rela t e d  q uest ions must 
b e  e x am in e d  b e f o re anY a�en c Y  d e c ision c an 
b e  ma d e . T h e re f o re , I ' v e  ask e d  a smal I 
t as k  f o rc e  o f  o u r  NASA A d v iso rY C o un c il t o  
st u d y t h es e  q uest i ons an d e valu a t e  t h e  o P­
t i ons f o r  sele c t in� P assen� e rs .  I e n c o u r­
a�e Y O U  t o  h e l P  t h em w i t h  t h e i r  wo r k . 

T h e  ma x im um c u r rent S h u t t le c a P a c i t Y  is 
se v en P e o Ple f o r  s e v en d a ys , w h i c h  wo ul d  
in cl u d e  a s t an d a r d c rew o f  f o u r :  comman d e r ,  
P ilo t , an d two miss ion sP e c i al ists . T h e s e  
c rew memb e rs a re ,  an d w il I b e , NASA ast ro ­
n a uts < w i t h  t h e  e x c e P t ion o f  one in d i v i d u al 
un d e r a E u r o P e an S P a c e  A�en c Y /NASA miss i on 
sP e c i al ist t ra in in� a� r e ement > .  

T h e  rem a in in� t h re e  slo ts , i f  n o t  f ill e d  
b Y  NASA o r  us e r- commun i t Y  t ra ine d P aYlo a d 
s P e c i al ists , co ul d  P ro v i d e  an O P P o rt un i t Y  
f o r  o n e  o r  mo re P r i v a t e  c it iz ens t o  t ra v el 
a b o a r d  t h e  S p a c e  S h u t tle . Th e re q u i rements 
t h e Y  w o ul d  h a ve to  me e t  wo uld n o t  b e  as 
ri�o ro us as t h ose f o r  ast ron a u ts .  

A d i v e rse r an�e o f  P e o Ple h a ve al re a dY e x ­
P resse d a n  in t e rest i n  f i Y in� a s  P assen� e rs :  
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t h e  news m e d i a  an d s u c h  c o r resPon d en ts as 
Wa i t e r  C ro n k i t e  and J ules Be r�man , ent e r­
t a ine rs s u ch as J o hn Denve r an d t h e  Rol­
l in� S t ones ,  f ilm c omP anies , a u t h o rs ,  
a rt ists , P Ubli c f i� u res , f u t u r ists an d t h e  
man o r  woman wh o is simPlY d e t e rmine d t o  
�o . W e  c an ass ume t h a t  t h e re a re manY 
p e o Ple t h a t  we h a v e  n o t  h e a rd f rom Y e t . 

T h e  t o t al numb e r  o f  c i t iz ens int e rest e d  in 
f i Y in� ab o a rd t h e S h u t tle cann o t  Y e t  b e  
est ima t e d . B u t  one c an assume t h a t  t h e  
f i� u re w o uld b e  a l a r� e  one . So t h e  c u r rent 
c h a t  len�e b e f o re t h e  t ask f o rc e  is t o  d e­
t e rmine wh a t  k in d  o f  c r it e ri a  to a P PlY t o  
P i c k  t h e  rela t i v elY smal I n umb e r  o f  P r i v a t e  
P assen� e rs t h a t  c an b e  flown . T o  � i v e  y o u  
s om e  sense o f  t h e  eno rmo us s i z e  o f  s u c h  a 
re c r u i tment / sele c t i on t as k , t h e re w e r e  al­
most 3 , 500 a P Pl i ca t i ons in 1980 w h o  me t 
t h e  ri�o ro us mi nimum q u ali f i c a t ions f o r 19 
ast ron a u t  o P enin�s . 

J o hn N a u�le , f o rme rlY o u r c h i e f s c i ent ist , 
is h e a d in� t h e  � ro u P t o  st u d y  t h e  q u est i ons 
r a ise d in sele c t in� P r iv at e  c i v i z ens f o r 
fl i�h t .  He c on t r ib u t e d  t o  t h e  d e v el o Pment 
of t h e  m iss i on an d P a Ylo a d  sP e c ialist con­
c e P t s .  Th e memb e rs of t h e  t ask f o r c e  b e in� 
a sP e c t rum o f  d i v e rse P e rs e c t i v es an d e x ­
P e rt is e  t o  t h is t as k : C a P t . R i c h a r d  H .  
T r uly , P ilo t o f  t h e  se c on d  S P a c e  S h u t t le 
m iss i on ; D an i e l  Fin k , f o rme rlY Gene ral 
Ele c t r i c ' s  v i ce P res i d ent f o r  co rp o r a t e  Plan­
n in� ; S ul v i a  F r ies , h ist o ri an ;  Wil l is 
H aw k ins , c h a i nman o f  t h e  Ae rosP a c e  S a f e t y  
A d v iso ry P anel t h a t o v e rsees t h e  S h u t tle Pro­
� ram ; J ames M i c h ene r ,  an a u t h o r wh o h as 
s P e n t  a �o o d  d e al o f  t ime un d e rst an d in� NASA 
and its h ist o ry ;  J ul i an S c h e e r ,  wh o h e a d e d 
P Ub l i c  a f f a i rs d u r in� t h e  e a rlY d a ys wh en 
NASA • s  o P en Poli tY was d e v elo P e d ; and 
Flo rence S k e i J y ,  P re s i d ent o f  a maj o r  ma rket ­
in� rese a rc h  f i rm  n o t e d  f o r  i ts un d e rst an d­
in� o f  t h e  Ame r i c an P e o Ple , t h e i r  values , 
e x P e c t at ions and P e rc e P t i ons .  

Th e t as k  f o rc e  h a s a do Pt e d  a wo r k in� as-



SH O U L D  N A S A  FL Y PRI V A TE CITIZENS A B O A RD TH E SPA C E  SH U TTLE 

s umP t ion t h a t : < 1 > t h e re wi l l  be a P o l i cY 

o f  cont in u in� f l i�h t O P P o rt un i t i e s  f o r  

P r i v a t e  c i t izens ; an d < 2 > NASA n e e ds t o  e s ­

t ab l i s h  a " f a i r" P o l i cY an d s e l e c t i on P ro­

c e s s  t h at a s s u re s  a ran�e of P a s s en�e rs 

who wo u l d  b rin� t h e  f u l l e s t  b ene f it $  t o  t h e  

P Ub l i c .  An d  t h e Y ' re l o o k in� a t  t h e  f o l l ow­

in� k in d s  o f  q ue s t ions in t rY in� to de t e r­

m ine a s e l e c t i on P ro ce s s  t h a t  is P e rce i v e d  

as f a i r :  

• Wh a t  s h o u l d  t h e  ob j e c t i ves f o r  f l Y in� 

P ri v a t e  c i t iz en P a s s en�e rs b e ?  Wh a t  

s h o u l d  th e i r f l i� h t  ro l e  b e ?  

• S h o u· l d t h e Y  b e  int e� ra t e d  int o  t h e  o v e r­

a l l m i s s ion an d  b e  � i ven t a s k s  t o  P e r­

f o rm  o r  f l Y  ab o a rd s t r i c t l Y  as o b s e rv e rs ?  

• Wh a t  w o u l d  t h e b ene f it s  t o  t h e  Ame r i can 

P e o P l e  o r  t h e  wo r l d at l a r�e b e  i f  P ri­

v a t e  c it i z en s  a re f l own ab o a rd th e Sh u t ­

t l e ?  S h o u l d  c on s i d e ra t i on be � iven t o  

s e l e c t in� no t on l Y  cit izens f rom t h e  

Un i t e d  S t at e s  b ut f rom f o re i� co unt r i e s  

as we 11? 

• H ow do Yo u d e t e rmin e  wh o � e t s  P ri o r i t Y 

in f i Y in�? 

forum 

• Wha t  a re t h e  me d i ca l an d t ra in iM r� u i re­

ment s t h a t  w o u l d  b e  ne cess a ry f o r P ri v a t e  

c i t izen f l i� h t  ro l e s ?  

T h e  f i rs t me e t in� o f  t h e  t as k  f o rce w as de­

v o t e d  to i d ent i f Y in� s u ch q ue s t ions . N ow 

t h e  � ro u P  is f a c t  f ind in� w i t h  me e t in�s 

s ch e d u l e d f o r  NASA ' S  J o hns on S P ace Cent e r ,  

H o u s t on , in O c t o b e r  and Kenn e d Y  S P a ce C enter , 

F l o ri d a , in N o vemb e r .  In a dd i t ion , t h e  

� ro uP w i l l  cont a c t  a sma l I numb e r  o f  P e o P l e  

a ro un d  t h e  co unt rY wh o mi�h t h av e  d a t a  o r  

ins i�h t s  t o  s h a re .  T h e Y  P l an t o  hav e t h e i r 

re Po rt t o  me s ome t �e in l a t e  w int e r .  

Th e q u e s t ion o f  f l Y in� P r ivat e c it izens a­

b o a rd t h e  S P a c e  Sh u t t l e  is c l e a r l Y  a c om­

P l e x one . H oweve r ,  when we f in d  t h e  answe � 

t h at make it P o ss ib l e  t o  f l y P a s s e�e rs , 

t h es e  P a s s en�e rs w i l l b e  t a k in� an o t h e r  

s i�ni f icant s t e P  f o r  man k in d .  C I e.a r  I Y t h eY 

wi l l  s e t  a d u a l h ist o ri c a l f i rs t : in t h e  

mo de o f  c on ve Y ance , t h e  S P a c e  Sh ut t  I e ;  .and 

in t h e i r  de s t inat ion , t h e  re a c h e s  of 

s P a ce . l  

SOURCE : NASA Activities , October 1982 . 

GOT SOMETHING TO S AY? 

SAY IT IN FORUM IN 500 WORDS OR LESS . 

CONSTRUCTIVE CRITICISM AND DISCUSSION 

IS WELCOMED AND W ILL BE PUBLISHED 

WHENEVER SPACE PERMITS . - E D - 1 
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"THE I SLE OF UST I CA I S  L I KE THE BE RMUDA T R I ANGLE " 

TRANSLATED BY M ASSIM O GRE C O  

( UFORAN Corresponde nt - I t al y) 

I n  the I t al i an , Mi l an ,  newspaper - " La 

No t te " , the fol l owi ng i nci dent was reported 

on Apri l 19 , 19 82 . The act u al eve nt took 

pl ace over the Medi terranean Sea, near the 

Isl e of Usti �a, o n  April 1 7 , 1 9 8 2 . 

TH E RE PORT: 

ROME - " Our 'Be rmuda Triangle ' nearly 
cl aimed another victim when a mys terious 
'unidenti fied flying obj ec t ' went very 

c lose to a DC-9 in flight from Mi l ano to 
Palermo . 

It was 11 . 2 9 a . m .  on S aturday when the 
Control Tower at Rome Airport rece ived a 
dramatic mes s age from the pilot o f  the 
ai rl ine j et ,  Mr S alvatore Morabito , who in­
formed the Contro l Tower that the airc raft 
was strong ly shaken by the pas s age , at a 
distance of one k ilometre , o f  an ob j ect 
with a trai l o f  fire behind it . In that 
moment , the DC-9 was thi rty miles from the 
Is le of Ponza on the flight path 'Arnbra 1 3  
Alfa ' at an altitude o f  8 , 200 metres . 

Something strange must have occurred . Th is 
is  con firmed by Mr Gi lberto Ros s i 1 co-pi lot 
of a G- 2 2 2  ( m i l itary aircraft) , who was 
transporting a stock of parachutes from 
Pisa to Trapani - 'we s aw a big f lame , 
probably a detonation ' .  

A tragedy was avoided , but only narrowly 
'it 's a true mi racle , we thought that 

those we re our last minutes ' ,  said the 1 10 
pas s engers on arriva l at Palermo . 

But wh at about the UFO? There are many 
hypotheses about its origin : At the time 
of the incident there were NATO fo rces con­
ducting manoeuvres cal led 'Dis tant Drum ' 
in which Italian , Ge rman , En gl ish and 
American aircraft part icipated .  Also the 
U . S .  aircraft carrie r 'B isenhower ' was in­
vo lved so it was logical to accus e the pi-
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lots o f  be ing respons ible fo r a mis s i le 
launch which mis sed its target . However , 
General Franco Ferri , ent rusted by the 
Defence Department to conduct an official 
enquiry , s tated categorical ly : 'The manoe­
uvre was carried out without any sort of 
mis s iles . The ai rc raft were armed only 
with bombs , we are certain o f  this as re­
gards the Ital ian j ets , howeve r , we are a­
wait ing U . S .  con firmation that the American 
planes carried no miss iles ' .  

Th is highly placed of ficer a lso s aid that 
between 1 1 . 0 5 and 1 1 . 2 5 a . m .  the Italian 
interceptors F- l04S and the American F- 1 4  
Tomcat s imulated attacks o n  the aircraft 
carrier , wi th bomb l aunches , from an alti­
tude of 1 , 500 metres . ·  From 1 1 . 2 5 to 1 1 . 30 
a . m . , all th e naval ves sels involved united 
and fired shots at sea level . From 1 1 . 30 
a . m .  to 12 noon , Italian and American air­
craft attacked the defence of the E is enhowec 
from an altitude of 1 , 5 2 0  met res . At 1 1 . 40 
a . m .  the j ets demon strated th e ' soni c  bang ' 
at low altitude , lower than 300 met res. 

According to the De fence Department , the 
NATO manoeuvres are not responsible for 
what happened to the DC-9 over Ponza . The 
hypothesis of a sonic bang is re j ected , as 
is that of a gun shot . The only plaus ible 
hypothes is is a missile , but who launched 
it ? 

The area between Ponza and Ustica is now 
becoming a Bermuda Triangle for in this 
zone fourteen incidents have occurred dur­
ing the past eight years . During 1980 an 
aircraft exp l oded over Ustica . Las t year , 
from August 4 to August 8 ,  a tragedy was 
avoided three times by a postal ai rcraft 
which was almost destroyed by a 'ghost 
mis si l e ' .  Thi s area i s  an important cros s­
road for 'unidenti fied ' aircraft and sub­
marines coming from the U . S . S . R . ,  Libya and 
Albania . Maybe thes e  const itute the re al 
explanation for these st range events . l  



OFF I C I AL AUSTRAL I AN GOVE RNMENT I NVOLVEMENT I N  

THE UFO CONTROVERSY 

A P ROGRE S S  REPORT 

B Y  B I LL C H A L K E R  

(£) C O P Y ri�h t :  B .  Ch a l k e r  - 1983 

Du r i ng 1982 , I wa s a ble to : 

( a )  Exam i ne t he majo rit y o f  t he ext a n t  U FO 
f i les  he l d  by t he Royal Aus t ralian A i r 
Fo r ce ( RAAF ) . 

( b )  Examine t he e n t i rety  of  t h e  extan t U FO 
files h eld by  t he Depa r tmen t of Avia ­
t i on . 

( c )  I n i t ia t e  d i s cu s s ions  w i t h  a defence 
s cie n t is t  p rivy to the  o f ficia l  files 
a n d  t he i nner wo r kin g s  o f  gove rnmen t al 
policies a n d  approa ches to the  U FO 
s ub jec t . 

( d )  I nit i a t e  enq u 1 r 1 es w i t h  o t he r Aus t ra­
lian agen cies a n d  ind i v i d ua l s  re UFO 
file h oldin g s . 

( e )  Un de r ta ke enq u i r i e s w i t h  ove rseas  
gove rn men t depa r t me n t s  re  UFO  f i le 
hold i ng s  ( i n pa r t i cula r , the Mini­
s t ries  of  De fen ce i n  t he U . K . and  New 
Zea l an d ,  a n d  t he USAF re P roject Blue 
Book , t he la t ter ,  in rela t ion to Aus t ­
ra 1 i a n  cases ) . 

( f ) Un de rt ake dis cu s s i on s  w i t h  t he Depa r t ­
men t  of  Av i a t ion / B u rea u o f  Air Sa fe t y  
I n ves t ig a t i on o n  t he Valen tich a f f air, 
an d 

( g )  p ublis h some o f  t he res ult s o f  my en­
q u i rie s . 

T HE RAAF F I L E S  

The RAAF f i le s  held b y  t h e  Directo ra t e  of  
A i r Force I n t e l l i gen ce (DAF I )  we re examin ­
ed  ove r fou r sepa rate  v i s i t s to t he Depa r t ­
men t  o f  De fence Ru s se l l O f f i ces  in Canbe r ra 
du r i n g 1 9 82 - n ame l y , J a n u a ry 1 1-14, May 7 ,  
J une 4 an d Octobe r  8 .  

A tota l o f  5 6  f i les  we re exam i ned . They 
fe 1 1  i n to  t hree ca tego r i es :  

( 1 )  "Uniden t i f i ed F l y i n g Obj ect s - Re port s 
of  S i ght i ng s " - 47 f i l e s cove r i ng t he 

pe r i od 1 9 55 - 1 9 82 .  Three f i l e s cove r­
i ng t he pe r i od 1 9 73/ 74 have ye t to be 
exam i ned 

( 2 )  "UFOs - Enq uiries f rom Members of  t he 
Publ i c and Flying Sauce r Org anisation s"  
- 7 f i les  cove ring t he period 1 9 66 -
1981 , and  

( 3 )  1 1 l n ve s t i gation of  Flying Sauce rs -
Pal icy ' '  - 2 files cove ring t he period 
19 5 3 - 19 69 . The cu r re n t "policy" 
file has not ye t been made ava i la b l e .  

TH E DE PARTME NT O F  AV I AT I ON F I L E S  

The DOA fil es  he l d  b y  t he Bureau o f  Air 
Safety I nves t i gation were examined on Novem­
be r 19 , 1982 , d u ring a visit to t he i r  
Melbou rne of fice . 

Fou r  f i le s  were examined and t heir con t en t s  
in cluded : 

( 1 )  P reviously "secre t 1 1  papers related  to  
t he famou s Drury film a ff air . ( 1) 

( 2 )  Details about ea rly report s f rom 1952 
- 1 968.  

( 3 )  E a rly RAAF docume n t s  and report s 
( copies ) no l on ger available in the 
RAAF file s , d ue to the  orig i nal fil e s ,  
ostens i bly , be i ng des t royed during t he 
Departmen t of A i r  ( now De pa r tmen t of 
De fen ce ( Air Fo rce ) ) move f rom Melbourne 
to Canbe r ra in the early sixties . 

( 4 )  P ape rs  rela t i ng t o  t he con t rove rs i al 
Bouganv i l l e Ree f  event  of  19 65 , wh i ch 
appea r to con f i rm tha t  the  Depa r tmen t  
o f  Civ i l Av i a t i on ( DCA) had no know­
l edge of i t , at lea s t  at t he l evel of 
DCA-D i re cto r -Gene ra l i n  Me l bou rne . ( 2 )  

D I SCUSS I ON S  W I TH DE FENCE  SC I ENT I STS 

De ta i l ed  d i s c u s s i on s  h ave been unde rtaken 
w i th  a re t i re d s c i en t i s t who has wo rked i n  
t he De fen ce Se i en t i f  i c an d Te chn i ea 1 I n t e  1 -

1 7  



A PR O G R E SS R E POR T 

l i gence ( DST I )  sect i on o f  t he Jo i n t I n te l ­
l i gence Bu reau ( J I B ,  now Jo i nt I n te l l i gence 
O rgan i sa t i on - J I O ) .  

The s c i en t i s t ,  i n  a c i v i l i an capac i ty ,  h ad 
acce s s  to t he RAAF/OAF I UFO f i l es i n  1 9 54 
and l at e r , a s  J I B 1 1 1  i a i son • •  to DAF I , had 
a cces s  to the DAF I f i l es d u r i ng the  l a te  
s i xt i es .  He was i n  a un i que pos i t i on to 
exam i ne t he f i l es and obse rve the po l i c i es 
and app roaches o f  gove rnme n t  agen c i es ( DAF I , 
J I B et c . ) to t he UFO q ues t i on .  

Further  to my d i s cu s s i on s  w i t h  h i m  by phone 
and l et te r , I was ab l e  to meet h i m  pe rsona l ­
l y  du r i ng May 1 9 83 . I have found h i s  i n ­
fo rmat i on ext reme l y i n fo rma t i ve and i t  has  
se rved to comp l i me n t  and s upp l eme n t  data  
I have amas sed f rom o t he r sou rces . A de­
ta i l ed p i ctu re of t he h i s to ry of of f i c i a l 
i nvo l vement  i n  the UFO con t rove rsy , i n  
Aus t ra l i a ,  can a t  l as t  be d i s ce rned . 

OTHE R  AUSTRAL I AN AGENC I ES AND I ND I V I DUALS 

Upon my req ues t ,  on J u l y  1 3 ,  1 982 , the  
D i rec to r  of  Nava l l n te l l i gence ( DN I )  dec l as ­
s i f i ed documen t s  re l at i ng t o  t he famous 
rada r-v i sua l Sea Fu ry i nc i den t of  Aug u s t  
3 1 , 1 9 54 . These i nc l uded wr i t ten s ta teme n ts 
by the Sea Fu ry p i l ot an d the Now ra Nava l 
A i r S t a t i on rada r ope rat o r  and a p rev i ou s ­
l y  • •con f i  den t i a 1 1 1  memo ran d um f rom O N  I t o  
DAF I . ( 3 )  

I n  co r re s pon dence w i th R . H .  Mat hams , forme r  
D i recto r o f  Sc i en t i f i c  I n te l l i gence ( J I B/ 
J I O ) an d aut ho r  o f  the book : 1 1 Sub  Ros a  -
Memo i rs of  an Aus t ra l i an I n t e l l i gence 
Ana l ys t • • ,  he i n d i cated to me t h a t , 1 1 0ST I 
h ad on l y  a ma rg i na l  i n te re s t  i n  UFOs ; our  
ana l y t i ca l  resou rces we re l i m i ted and I had 
to t ake t he pos i t i on t h a t  we cou l d not a f­
ford to be come too i nvo l ved i n  i nves t i ga t i on  
o f  the  U FO s i gh t i ng s  un t i l we had reasona� e 
g roun d s  fo r be l i ev i ng tha t t hey we re of 
fo re i gn - as  opposed to a l i en - o r i g i n .  We 
re l i ed on DAF I to make the i n i t i a l i nves t i ­
gat i on s  and , at  t i mes , a s s i s ted i n  t he i n ­
t e r p ret at i on of t he res u l t i ng dat a• • .  M r  
Mat hams i s  not t h e  defen ce s c i en t i s t men­
t i oned ea r 1 i e r .  

O t he r agenc i es and i nd i v i d u a l s have e i t he r  
been con t acted , rep l i ed ,  o r  a re i n  t h e  p ro­
ces s  of  be i ng con t acted . I do not , a t  t h i s  
s tage , p ropose t o  pos s i b l y  j eopa rd i se re­
s u l t s , w i t h  p rema t u re d i s c l os u res  of cur-
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rent  and fut u re l i nes  of enqu i r i es .  

OVE RS EAS ENQU I R I E S 

Enqu i r i es w i t h  some ove rseas gove rnment  de­
pa rmen t s  h ave bo rne f ru i t .  

The M i n i s t ry o f  De fence ( MO D) , Defence 
Secret a r i at , D i v i s i on 8 ,  of  the Un i ted 
K i ngdom , i nd i cated : 

• •a .  MOD ' s  reco rds on UFOs go back to 1 962 . 
Mos t  of  the mate r i a l  i s  repo rt s  of 
i nd i v i dua l s i gh t i ng s  by membe r s  of the 
pub l i c , pa s sed on to us  v i a  ATC cent res, 
po l i ce ,  RAF s t at i on s , e t c . As an i n­
d i cat i on of  the s i ze of ou r ho l d i ngs , 
we rece i ved 2 2 50 s i g ht i ng repo r t s  be­
tween 1 9 78 and 1 98 1 . 

1 1b .  MOD i nves t i gates UFO s i gh t i ngs so l e l y  
to dete rm i ne whe t he r  t hey i nd i cate any­
th i ng of  defence i n t e res t . No a t temp t 
i s  made to f i nd a pos i t i ve i dent i f i ca­
t i on fo r eve ry obj ect seen . We have , 
t he refo re , no ca tego ry of • unexp l a i ned • 
s i gh t i ngs . . .  • •  

A rep l y  f rom New Zea l and author i t i es con fi rm­
ed that  there appea rs  to be l i t t l e  o rgan i sed 
e f fo r t  to i nves t i g ate UFOs  there . No com­
p rehens i ve reco rds  a re ma i nt a i ned . 

F rom t h e  Nat i ona l A rch i ves and Reco rds Se r­
v i ce ,  Was h i ngton , D . C . , U . S . A . , whe re t he 
USAF P roj ect B l uebook f i l e s  a re he l d ,  I 
have re ce i ved cop i es of documen tat i on he l d  
on some Au s t ra l i an cases . ( 4 )  I a l so have 
on o rde r m i c rof i l m  cop i es of a comp rehens i ve 
B l uebook i ndex and a l l photog raph i c  ho l d i ngs. * 

TH E VALENT I CH AFFA I R 

On May 26 , 1 9 82 , t he Depa r tmen t of T rans po r t  
( now Av i at i on )  re l eased to me t he i r A i rcra f t  
Acc i den t I nves t i ga t i on Summa ry Repo rt  o n  t he 
d i s appea ran ce of VH- DSJ and i ts p i l ot ,  
F rede r i ck Va l ent i ch .  l t  wou l d  appea r that  
th i s  documen t was  made ava i l a b l e  on l y  to 
pa rt i es hav i ng a bona f i de i n t e res t i n  t he 
i n c i dent . l t  wou l d  appear  that , v i a  my 
co r re s pon dence w i th  the Depa r tmen t ,  they 
we re s a t i s f i ed t hat my i n t e res t , des p i te - i t  
be i ng f rom a 1 1u fo l og i ca l 1 1 po i n t of v i ew ,  was 
neve r - t he- l es s  bonaf i de .  I am awa re that  
the s ame repo r t  has been den i ed to other  
pa rt i e s , whom on  the face of i t , appeared to 
have had a bon af i de i n te res t .  ( 5 )  
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D u r i ng my Novembe r 1 9 , 1 982 , v i s i t  to the 
B u reau  o f  A i r Sa fety  I nves t i ga t i on ,  I had 
t he oppo rtun i t y to d i s cus s the Va l e n t i ch 
A f fa i r w i t h  M r  A . R .  Woodwa r d , A/ D i re cto r 
of  the  B u reau . He re fe r red to the  f i l es 
on the  case , he had  i n  f ront  of  h i  r·1 ,  to 
an swe r some of my q ue s t i on s , howeve r ,  ac­
ce s s  to  t hese f i l e s was  den i ed to me , on 
t he bas i s  that a l l 1 1a i r acc i den t 1 1  i nves t i ­
g a t i on f i l es we re p r i v i l eged i n fo rma t i on .  
l t  was ev i den t  t h a t  they we re on l y  t rea t -
i ng t he a f fa i r as  a n  "acc i de n t / i n c i de n t 1 1 
pe r t a i n i ng to a i r s a fety  i nves t i ga t i on .  

Mo re re cen t l y , when I ques t i oned h i m  on 
the  a l l eged d i s cove ry o f  t he a i rc ra f t , 
VH- DSJ , o f f  Cape Otway , by  d i ve rs , M r  
Woodwa rd i n d i ca t e d  t h a t  no  a c t i on was 
p l an ned  by  the  Depa r t me n t  of Av i a t i on .  I n  
t he eve n t  t h a t  VH- DSJ wa s a c t ua l l y  s a l vag ­
ed , t h e  Depa r t me n t wou l d  con f i s cate  the  
a i r c r a f t  i n  v i ew o f  i t  be i n g t he s ubj e c t  
o f  an a i rc raft  acc i den t  i nves t i ga t i on .  

O r  R i cha r d  Ha i nes  h a s  p rov i ded  me w i th  an 
adva n ced  comp l i me n t a ry copy o f  h i s  "Jou rnal 
of  UFO St u d i es "  pape r : " Res u l t s  o f  Sound  
Spect r um An a l y s i s  o f  the  Me t a l l i c No i ses  
o f  a Tape- reco rded Rad i o  T ransm i s s i on 
Be tween Ces s n a  VH : DSJ a n d  the F l i gh t  Se r ­
v i ce o f  Me l bou rne , Aus t ra l i a" .  ( 6 )  

P UB L I CAT I ON O F  RESEARCH RESULTS 

I h ave been a b l e  to pub l i sh pa r t  of the  
res u l t s of my resea r ch i n to of f i c i a l 
Au s t ra l i an gove rnme n t  i n vo l veme n t  i n  the  
UFO con t rove rs y : 

( 1 - 2 )  "UFOs and  the  Roy a l  Au s t ra l i an A i r 
Fo rce - the  I n s i de Sto ry" , i n  t he 
UFO Re sea rch Au s t ra l i a  News l e t te r  
( UFORAN ) , Vo 1 . 3  Nos . 2 , 3 and  4 
(Ma rch-Ap r i l ,  May - J une and  J u l y ­
Aug u s t , 1 9 82 ) and  MUFON UFO Jou rn a l  
No . 1 75 ( Sep t .  1 9 82 )  and  No . 1 76 ( Oc t . 
1 9 82 ) , t he l a t t e r i n  a s l i gh t l y  
e d i ted  fo rm . 

( 3 - 4 )  " UFOs : Aus t ra l i a 1 s  Se c re t  Docume n t s  
Revea l e d 1 1 ,  i n  Omega - Sc i en ce D i ges t ,  
Sep t . - Oct . 1 9 82 , an d t h e  A P RO Bu l ­
l e t i n ,  Vo l . 30 ,  No . 1 0  ( Oct . 1 982 ) an d 
Vo l . 30 ,  No . 1 1  ( De c .  1 9 82 ) a s  
1 1Aus t ra l i an A.F . UFO Repo r t  F i l es 1 1 •  

( 5 )  "The RAAF UFO F i l es " , The Jou rna l of  
t he Au s t ra l i an Cen t re fo r UFO St ud iffi 

( 6 )  

( 7 )  

( 8 ) 

Vo 1 . 3 ,  No . 3  May- J u ne , 1 9 82 . 

"The RAAF F i 1 es" , UFO RAN , Vo 1 .  3 ,  
No . 4 ,  J u l y -Aug us t , 1 9 82 . 

1 1Va  1 e n t  i eh  0 i sappea ranee - t he 
Of f i c i a l Ve rd i ct " ,  ACUFOS B u l l e t i n ,  
J u l y 1 9 82 . 

" UFOs - the  Se c ret  RAAF F i l e s " , by 
Ke n Ande rson , The Da i l y Te l eg raph 
( Sydney)  , May 22 , 1 982 . 

( 9 )  "A i r  Fo rce F i l e s Exam i ned - UFO 
S i g h t i ng s  1 St i 1 1  a Mys te ry 1 " ,  by T i m  
C r i bb ,  The { Sydney )  Sun , Decembe r 8 ,  
1 9 82 .  

The B r i t i s h F l y i ng Sa uce r Rev i ew ( FSR ) , v i a 
Ga rden C re i gh ton , h ave i nd i cated an i n te r­
es t i n  pub l i s h i ng some of  t h i s  ma t e r i a l . 
UFO Ny t , t he Scand i n av i an pub l i cat i on ,  have 
a l so been g i ven pe rm i s s i on to pub l i sh ma t ­
e r i a l . T h e  O rb i s  mu l t i p l e  pa rt  pub l i ca t i on ,  
"The Unexp l a i ned " ,  may a l so be b r i e f l y  re­
fe r i ng to t h i s  resea rch w i th an a r t i c l e  by 
Jenny Ran d l es i n  t he n ea r fut u re .  

I w i l l  con t i n ue t o  re l ease the re s u l t s of 
my resea rch as t i me pe rm i t s .  

I have made l i m i ted cop i es of some documen t s  
ava i l ab l e  to those i nd i v i dua l s  w i t h bon af i de 
i nt e res t s , e . g .  Nebo a rea even t s  of 1 964  and  
1 965 ( .7 )  and a pos s i b l e  " l an d i ng" nea r 
Mandu rana i n  1 9 78 ( 8 ) to UFO Re sea rch ( FNQ) ; 
1 9 5 7  rad a r  v i s u a l  event  i n  Tasman i a  ( 9 )  and 
1 960 USAF a i rcraft  encou n t e r  nea r C res sy ( 1 0 )  
t o  TUFO I C ;  G roote Ey l and t  ( 1 964)  " EM1 1 event  
( 1 1 ) , rada r-v i s u a l  even t a t  Ka l amun da ( 1 96 9 )  
( 1 2 )  e t c .  to UFO R (WA) , and  va r i ous  "a i rc raft 
/ UFO encoun t e rs 1 1 to O r  R i cha rd Ha i nes , who 
i s  s pec i a l i s i ng i n  s u ch cases . 

I n  v i ew of t he fa c t  t h a t  I have s i gned a DAF I 
doc umen t unde r tak i n g to p rese rve con f i dent i ­
a l i ty ,  I have to ma i n t a i n  s t r i ct con t ro l  of  
the RAAF docume n t s  re l eased to me . As  t i me 
pe rm i t s ,  docume n t s  w i l l  be re l ea sed w i t h 
con f i de n t i a l  de t a i l s  ( n ames e t c . ) de l e t ed . 

S P E C I AL AREAS OF STUDY 

Du r i ng my rev i ews and  resea rch of o f f i c i a l 
f i l e s seve ra l  pa r t i cu l a r  a reas of s t u dy have 
rece i ved ad d i t i ona l a t tent i on . These  i nc l ude : 

( 1 )  The case fo r an d aga i n s t  off i c i a l  
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1 1 cove r - up s 1 1  o f  UFO d a t a : 

Mo re t h an twen ty  i n d i v i d ua l acco un t s  
f rom c i v i l i an sou rce s  a l l eged l y  i n d i ­
ca t i ve of  1 1 cove r - up 1 1 ac t i v i t i es we re 
and  a re be i ng exam i ned . I hope to re­
po r t  on my f i n d i ng s  s ho r t l y .  

( 2 )  The D ru ry f i l m  a f fa i r :  

Mos t  of  the o r i g i na l  doc umen t a t i on i s  
now s ec u red . . F ra me s  f rom the  f i l m  a re 
i n  my posses s i on , howeve r ,  t hey a re o f  
poo r q ua l i ty .  M r  D ru ry h as been con ­
t acted  and  was mos t he l p f u l w i t h  my 
enq u 1 r 1 es .  A repo r t  on my i n ves t i ­
g a t i on s  w i l l  be made ava i l ab l e  when 
comp l et ed . 

( 3 ) Repo r t s  by m i l i ta ry pe r sonne l :  

Repo r t s  by s e rv i ce pe rsonne l h a ve been 
co l l ected toget he r  and  a re po r t  w i l l  
be ma de ava i l ab l e  when comp l e ted . 

( 4 )  Repo r t s  f rom a i r c r a f t : 

Such cases have been i so l a ted and  a re 
to  be added  to  an  expanded cata l og ue 
i n  con j un c t i on w i t h Ke i t h Bas t e r f i e l d ' s  
rev i s i on o f  h i s  ex i s t i ng documen t on 
t h i s · t h erne . ( 1 3 )  

( 5 )  Of f i c i a l  po l i c i es to  UFOs : 

A n umbe r of  o f f i c i a l  docume n t s  re l a t i ng 
to po l i cy have been secu red . The eva l �  
a t i on o f  of f i c i a l po l i cy r e  UFOs i n  
Aus t ra l i a  f rom 1 950  t h rough  to 1 983  i s  
fa i r l y  c l ea r .  I w i l l  be repo r t i ng on 
t h i s  i n  d ue cou rse . 

( 6 )  Summa r i s i n g and  i ndex i ng of f i c i a l f i l e  
ho l d i n gs : 

P re l i m i n a ry gene r a l i ndexes  a re a l ready 
be i ng wo rked on wh i ch w i l l  cove r t he 
pe r i od 1 950 to 1 9 83 .  

( 7 ) Sea rch fo r m i s s i ng f i l e s :  

Wh i l e i t  appea rs  t ha t  I have been ab l e  
to exam i ne the maj o r i ty of RAAF/ DAF I 
f i l e  ho l d i ng s , a few i n d i v i d ua l f i l e  
pa r t s  rema i n  to be l oca t ed an d exam i ned.  
These  i nc l ude : 

( i )  Th ree s i g h t i n g f i l e  pa r t s  cove r i ng 
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repo r t s  d u r i ng  a bo u t  1 9 73 and  1 9 74 . 
Maj o r  cases known to be i n  them have 
a l ready been secu red ( e . g .  UFO ove r 
No r t h  Wes t  Cape ( 1 4 ) and  a phy s i ca l  
t race even t n e a r  Nebo ( 1 5 ) ) .  

( i i )  The "cu r ren t po l i cy 1 1 f i l e .  

( i i i )  The o r i g i na l  DAF I f i l es p r i o r  to 1 95 5 . 
The re i s  o ff i c i a l  ev i dence t h a t  t hese  
may h ave been des t royed d u r i ng t he 
move o f  De fence f rom Me l bou rne to 
Canbe r ra i n  t he e a r l y  1 960s . Fo r t un ­
a te l y ,  a p rev i ou s l y  secret  repo r t  
w r i t t en i n  1 954 , an d made ava i l ab l e  
to me , s umma r i se s  much of t he DAF I 
f i l es o f  t he pe r i od 1 9 50- 1 9 54 .  As 
a l ready  men t i oned , ea r l y  DCA UFO f i l e s 
I exam i ned a l so ho l d  cop i es of a n um­
be r of repo r t s  and  documen t s  f rom 
t hese  m i s s i ng DAF I f i l es of the  e a r l y  
1 9 50 s . 

O t he r f i l es a re be i ng sea rched fo r ,  howeve r ,  
i t  i s  t hough t t h a t , i n  some cases , t he 
1 1m i s s i n g 1 1 f i l es may h ave been 1 1 recove red 1 1 as  
new f i l e  s e r i es (or  the  ea r l i e r  pa r t s  of  
mo re re ce n t  f i l e  s e r i es ) . Fo l l ow i ng t he e r ­
rat i c  h i s to ry o f  o f f i c i a l UFO f i l es has  
some t i mes  been  daunt i ng .  I am con f i de n t  
t h a t  I h ave es t ab l i s hed a fa i r l y  �hc rough 
unde r s t an d i ng of the DAF I UFO f i l es ,  so much 
so t h a t  the DAF I i n t e l l i gence l i a i son of­
f i ce r  I have wor ked w i t h d u r i ng 1 982 was 
on ce moved to te l l me t h a t  I knew the DAF t 
UFO f i l e s be t te r  t han  he d i d , i n  fact , be t ­
t e r  t h an anyone i n  t he Depa rtmen t o f  De fence . 
Th i s  can i n  p a r t  be seen as  a re f l ect i on of  
t he s i gn i f i cance DAF I / RAAF may now appe a r  
to g i ve UFO repo r t s . 

C ON C LUS I ON 

As someone who has taken a s pec i a l  i n te re s t  
i n  t he deg ree of  of f i c i a l  i n vo l veme n t  i n  
UFO i nves t i ga t i on i n  Aus t ra l i a �  fo r mo re t l"en 
a decade now , I have pe rsona l l y bee n amazed 
at the ext e n t  of  t he mate r i a l  I have been 
a l l owed to be come p r i vy to i n  j us t  one s ho r t  
yea r - name l y  1 982 . 

We have gone f rom a con f used and  vag ue p i c­
t u re of c l andes t i ne of f i c i a l  i nvo l vemen t to 
a de t a i l e d u nde r s tand i n g based on d i rect of­
f i c i a l l y  sanct i oned f i l e rev i ews by  a c i v i l i ­
an res ea rche r .  

I n  c l os i ng I w i l l  s ay t h a t  I w i l l  be wo rk i ng 
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ve ry ha rd at mak i n g ava i l a b l e  to each and  
a l l the  fu l l ext e n t  of what I have l ea rn t  
d u r i ng t h i s  s t u dy and  t he ben e f i t  o f  a mu ch 
c l ose r re l a t i on s h i p  w i t h  the  RAAF . 

Re fe re n ces  a n d  No tes : 

( 1 )  The D ru ry f i l m  a f fa i r re fe rs  to an i n ­
c i den t d u r i ng 1 95 3  whe re i n  M r  T .  D ru � .  
Dep u t y  D i recto r o f  D CA i n  Papu a , took 
a mov i e  f i l m  o f  a day l i g h t  obj ect  
wh i ch ex i ted  a "c l oud" a t  h i g h s peed , 
c l i mb i ng a t  about 45  de t ree s , and  d i s ­
appea red . The f i l m  was exam i ned by 
RAAF a n d  USAF , howeve r ,  i t  appea rs 
t he f i l m  i t se l f  s u bseq-uen t l y "d i s ap ­
pea red" . T h e  a f fa i r has  now been o n e  
ma i n s t ay o f  t he c l a i m· made b y  many 
c i v i l i an resea rche rs  t h a t  t h e re i s  
an  o f f i c i a l  " cove r- up" . 

( 2 ) The Boug an v i l l e Ree f eve n t  i n vo l ved 
t h e  a l l eged  pho tog raph i n g of a UFO by 
a p i l o t of a DC6 a i r c r a f t .  l t  has  
been a l l eged  that  ev i dence about  the 
ca se , i n c l ud i ng t h e  f i l m ,  has  been con ­
f i s ca t e d  by D CA of f i c i a l s  and  s ubse­
q uen t l y  cove red up . The c l as s i f i ed 
pape rs  I exam i ned  con s i s ted l a rge l y  
o f  i n te rn a l  commun i ca t i on s  be tween 
t h e  Queen s l an d  Reg i on a l D i recto r o f  
D CA an d the  D i recto r Gene ra l o f  DCA , 
wh i ch appe a rs to  con f i rm a l ack o f  
know l ege a bout  the  even t , a t  l ea s t  a t  
the  l eve l of D i recto r s  o f  D CA .  

( 3 )  The Sea Fu ry i n c i de n t  i n vo l ved  a n ava l 
p i l o t f l y i ng ove r the  Gou l bu rn a rea of  
New Sou t h  Wa l es ,  e n co u n t e r i ng two u n ­
i den t i f i ed l i gh t s , t he p re s en ce o f  
wh i ch we re con f i rmed b y  g round  rada r .  

( 4 )  I n  p a r t i cu l a r  t he c l as s i c  D ru ry a f fa i r 
of 1 95 3  ( see ( 1 )  above ) and  the  W i l l ow 
G rove c l ose en coun t e r  of 1 9 63 , whe re i n  
f a rme r Ch a r l e s B rew had  a ve ry exp l i ci t  
s i gh t i n g of  a UFO o n  h i s  p rope r ty . 
The i n c i de n t  fea t u red an i ma l  reac t i on s  
an d a p pa ren t l y  re l a ted headaches fo r 
M r  B rew . 

( 5 )  See ACUFOS Bu l l e t i n , J u l y  1 9 82 .  The 
"A i rc r a f t  Acc i de n t  I nves t i ga t i on S um­
ma ry Re po r t "  makes no de f i n i te con­
c l u s i on s  as  to ca use  but  i n d i ca ted  
" t he reason fo r the  d i s ap pea rance of  
the  a i rc ra f t  has  not  been de te rm i ned" . 

( 6 )  See a l so ,  fo r examp l e ,  "Va l en t i ch - lbs s 
S t r a i t ( Au s t r a 1 r a) A f fa i r' • , i n R . D . 
S tory ' s  "The Ency c l oped i a  of UFO s " , 
Doub l day , 1 9 80 ,  and New Eng l i sh L i b ra ry ,  
1 9 80 ,  and  "The De v i l ' s  Me r i d i an "  by 
Kev i n  K i l l ey an d Ga ry Les ter ( Le s t e r ­
Town send , 1 980) . 

( 7 ) These eve n t s  refe r to an un us ua l g roum 
ma rk a n d  an appa ren t l y  un re l ated  UFO 
s i gh t i ng a t  t he same l ocat i on .  

( 8 )  An ext raord i na ry phenomenon ostens i b l y  
had l an ded i n  a cane f i e l d  ea s t  of  
Man d u rana , Queen s l and . I t  was w i  t ne s ­
sed b y  fou r peop l e  fo r t h ree hou r s ! 

( 9 )  Th i s  event occu r red on Augu s t  2 7 , 1 95 7 , 
and i nvo l ved rada r t rack i ng of a fas t 
mov i ng obj ect by Met Rada r a t  Hoba r t , 
a f t e r be i ng a l e r ted v i a  a v i s ua l s i g ht­
i ng at  La un ces ton ATC .  

( 1 0 ) On Novembe r 1 5 ,  1 960 , a USAF JV57  a i r ­
c ra f t ope rat i ng out of  Eas t Sa l e  RAAF 
base encoun te red a UFO a t  a c l os i ng 
rate  i n  exces s o f  800 knot s .  

( 1 1 )  I n  t h i s  ca se a l i ght  sou rce app roached 
a s h i p  off G roote Ey l andt  on Jan ua ry 
2 3 , 1 964 . l t  came w i t h i n  6 f t .  of 
t he s h i p , u n de rwa t e r , and  was des c r ibed 
as  "a ghos t l y  wh i te l i gh t , i n  the  
cen t re was  a shadow wh i ch rot a ted i n  a 
c l oc kw i se d i re ct i on cau s i n_g the l i g h t  
t o  pu l s a te" . The sh i p  - a ba rge - was 
app roached by t he l i gh t  a t  h i gh s peed . 
I n  tot a l  s i x  pa t ches of l i g h t  we re 
obse rved , va ry i n g i n  s i ze f rom a m i 1 e a-
c ross  down to q u i te  sma l l .  A l l we re 
t he same co l ou r  an d a l l pu l s a ted at 1 2  
pu l s at i on s  fo r 9 second s ,  t hen i r regu­
l a r ,  then  back to 1 2  fo r 9 secon d s . 
' 'The compa s s  swun g  out  of can t ro 1 , b u t  
be came wo rse as  t h e  l i g h t  app roa ched " . 

( 1 2 ) ATC rad a r  ope rato r at  Ka l amunda , 1 835  
hou rs on May 2 3 , 1 969 , rece i ved a 
s t rong , s t a t i on a ry " pa i n t " , 300 deg rees , 
9 N  m i l e s f rom t he a i rpo r t . He had 
f i r s t  obse rved t he re t u r n wh i l s t  t a l k­
i ng on t he phone to a woma n repo r t i ng 
an obj ect  " 1  i ke a b i g  s t ree t l i g h t "  
ove r C l ove rda l e  a t  t ha t  t i me .  The 
" pa i n t "  wa s of 36 seconds  du rat i on on 
t he s c reen . An a i rc ra ft was about 4N 
m i l e s S E  of  t he UFO , but  no v i s ua l 
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s i g h t i n g was made . The woman repo rted  
t he obj ect  had depa r ted to the no r t h  
a t  t remendous  s peed and  h a d  d i s ap­
pea red f rom s i g h t  

*These have now been recei ved and the 

i ndex is being thoroughl y exami ned to fac­

i l i ta te , even t ual l y ,  a ful l  record of a l l  

Austra l i an cases hel d wi thi n Project Bl ue­

book fi l es . I 
( 1 3 ) 1 1A Repo rt  on Obse rva t i on s  o f  UFOs f rom 

A i r c r a f t  C rew Membe rs i n  Aus t ra l i a 1 1 •  -B . C . 11/6/83 

AN A TO Z OF UFO EXPLANAT I ONS 
( B Y PAU L & CASSANDRA SO W IAK-RU DE J ) 

C ONTINUED FROM PREVIOU S  ISSUE: 

Thi s  art i cl e  i s  not i n tended to repres en t an exh a usti ve list of a l l  possible or proposed 

expl ana t i ons for UFO acti vi t y , b u t  is desi gned to show something of the range and n a t ure 

of the sol u tions tha t vari ous resea rchers , a u thors et c .  have consi dered . If i t  opens 

peoples ' minds , or s t imul a tes them to examine the evi dence , i t  has ful fi l l ed i ts purpos e .  

GATE THEORY - P roposed  by : O r  B . E .  F i n ch . Con cep t :  UFOs an d t he i r occupan t s  
h ave d i f fe ren t a tom i c  s t ruct u re , wh i ch a l l ows them t o  ex i s t undete cted i n  ou r 
own p l ane o f  ex i s te n ce . Pe r i od i ca l l y ,  a gate  opens an d c l oses  at var i ous  l oca ­
t i on s on Ea rt h , a l l ow i ng the  the  UFOs to b r i e f l y  ente r ou r sys tem as  v i s i b l e  
obj ec t s . Sou rce : The UFO G a te Theo ry ,  B .  F i n ch ,  F l y i ng Sa uce r Re v i ew Vo l . 26 ,  
No . 1 .  

GULF THEORY - P roposed by : Nume rous  autho rs , re sea rche rs et c .  Con cep t :  UFOs rep resen t 
a sys t em so fa r i n  advan ce o f  us t h a t  we can neve r comp rehend wh at  they rea l l y  a re .  J u s t  
a s  a n  an.t cou l d  n o t  1 1 un de rs t a n d ' ' ou r c i t i e s ,  o r  a n  amoeba� unde r a m i c ros cope, unde r s t an d  
t he mys te r i ous  a r r i va l  and  depa r t u re o f  the  s c i e n t i s t ' s  p robe , s o  we can on l y  ob se rve t he 
act i v i ty o f  U FOs w i t h no way of  det e ct i ng t he unde r l y i n g reason beh i nd i t .  Sou rce : 0 .  
B i n de r  op . c i t .  

HYPNOT I C  EXPLANAT I ON - P roposed by : AP RO i n ves t i gato rs .  Con cept : Th i s  ex­
p l an a t i on was f i r s t  pos t u l a ted i n  connect i on w i t h t he S i mon ton Case . The i dea 
i s  t ha t  UFO s i gh t i ng s  a re i mp l an ted i n to the m i nds  o f  hy pnot i zed s ubj ect s  who 
a re t h us ·  l e d to be l i e ve t h a t  they have unde rgone rea l expe r i en ces . Sou rce : J .  
Kee l op . c i t .  

HOLLOW EARTH - P roposed  by : R i ch a rd Sh ave r and  othe rs . Con ce pt : The E a r th i s  ho l l ow 
w i t h ent ran ces  a t  both  po l e s .  The i n t e r i o r  i s  i n hab i ted  by a supe r i o r race , des cende n t s  
of  At l an t i s  an d Lemu r i a .  These peop l e  pe r i od i ca l l y  eme rge i n  f l y i ng ma ch i n es an d a re 
somet i mes  ob s e rved by us . The ev i den ce g i ven i n  s u ppo r t  o f  th i s  t h eo ry i n c l udes the fo l ­
l ow i ng po i n t s : s a te l l i tes s hot ove r the po l e s f requen t l y ,  o r  a l way s , ma l  funct i on ;  t he 
Ea rth , acco rd i n g to po l a r exp l o re rs , gets  wa rme r towa rd the  act ua l po l e ;  mea s u remen ts  
ta ken o f  the  po l a r  reg i on s  s how a l a rge r a rea of  l an d  than  expected , there fo re , we  a re i n ­
c l ud i n g some o f  the  i n te r i o r ;  b u t te rf l i es an d o t h e r  wa rm- c l i ma te p l an t s  an d an i ma l s  have 
been found nea r the  po l e s - s i n ce t hey cou l d  not no rma l l y  ex i s t i n  these reg i ons , they 
mus t h ave come f rom i n s i de .  Sou r ce : 0 .  B i nde r op . c i t .  

To be con t i nued . . .  
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ABDUCTIONS, 'E.T. s' AND 

BIRTH TRAUMA 

The origin of alleged CE -Il l 
events 

A re UFO ab d uc t i on s t o r i e s  t ru e ?  

S e v e ra l h un d re d  P e rs ons a l l o v e r  t h e  
w o r l d  h a ve c l a ime d < us u a l l Y  und e r  h Y Pn o s i s > 
t h a t  t h e Y  w e re l e v i t at e d  int o  w a i t in� U FO s  
b Y  e x t rat e rre s t r i a l c re at u re s , e x am ine d ,  
and re l e a s e d .  S u rP r i s in� l y ,  " ab d u c t e e s" 
a re u s ua l l Y  s in c e re , b ut t h e i r  t a l e s h a v e  
rema ine d  cont ro v e rs i a l b e c a u s e  t h e re h as 
b e en no w a Y  t o  P ro ve t h em e i t h e r  f a l s e o r  
t ru e . H ow e ve r ,  I b e l i e v e  I h a v e  d is co v­
e re d  a re l i a b l e  means o f  d i s t in�u i s h in� 
a f an t a s iz e d a b d u c t ion f rom one w h i c h  c o u l d  
r e f l e c t  a c t u a l e v en t s . Fu rt h e r ,  I a l s o b e­
l i e v e  I u n d e rs t an d  t h e na t u re and o r i� in 
o f  a l  l e� e d  CE- I I I  e x P e r i en c e s . 

I n  1977 I was inv o l v e d  in an int e re s tin� 
s t u dY o f  h Y Pno s i s and a b d u c t i on r e p o r t s . *  
D i s s a t i s f i e d  w i t h t h e  in c re d ib l e  t a l e s o u r  
h Y Pn o s i s s e s s i ons w i t h  a l  l e� e d  ab d u c t e e s  
we re Y i e l d in� . we d e c i d e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  re l i­
ab i l i t Y  o f  h Y Pno t i ca l l Y r e t r i e v e d  CE- I I I  
d a t a .  We s e l e ct e d  a � ro u P  o f  v o l unt e e rs 
w h o  knew l i t t l e  o r  no t h in� ab o ut U FO s , 
h Y Pno t i z e d  t h em ,  an d a s k e d  t h em t o  ima� ine 

b e in� ab d u c t e d .  We ex P e ct e d  o b v io u s l Y  f a l ­
l a c i o u s  a c c o un t s  a�a ins t wh i c h  we c o u l d  
c h e c k  " re a l "  r e P o r t s , b u t in answe r t o  o u r  
q u e s t ions t h e  s ub j e c t s  � a v e  u s  e l a b o ra t e  
na rrat i v e s  w i t h  co unt l es s  s imi l a r i t i e s  t o  
and no s u b s t an t i v e  d i f f e re n c e s  f rom a c t u a l 
c a s e s . 

Th e ima� ina rY CE- 1 1 1  s t u d y  w a s  imP o rt an t  

*My col l eagues were D r  W . C .  McCa l l  and 

John DeHerrera . 

BY AL V I N  H .  LAW SO N , PH D 

b e c a u s e  i t  e n c o u ra� e d  a h ea l t h Y  s k e P t i c i sm 
ab o u t  a b d u c t i on y a ms and h Y Pnofi c a  1 1  Y d e r­
i v e d d a t a .  I t  a l s o s u��e s t e d  t h at ab d u c­
t ions h av e  t o  d o  w i t h  inne r ra t h e r  t h an o u t e r  
s P a c e , an d t h us ch a l  l en�e d  t h e  e x t ra t e rre s t ri­
a l  h Y P o t h e s is o f  UFO ori�in . 

A l t h o u�h n u t s - and-b o l t s U FO P ro P onen t s 
h a v e  �ene ra i i Y  i�no re d t h e  imP l i c a t ions o f  
o u r  wo r k , m Y  re cent r e s e a r ch h a s  on l Y  in­
t ens i f ie d  o u r  e a r l i e r  s k e P t i c ism . T h e  ima�erY 
an d e v ent s in a b d u c t i on re P o rt s  a re s imi l a r 
t o  t h o s e  in a w i d e  v a r i e t Y  o f  e s t ab l is h e d  
ment a l  P ro c e s s e s , inc l u d in� d ru�- ind u c e d  
h a l l u c inat ions , n e a r- d e a t h  ex P e r iences , 
s h amans ' t ran c e s , re l i� i o u s  v i s i t a t ions , an d 
P a rt i c u l a r l Y  re v i v i f i e d  memo r i e s  o f  b i rt h  
t ra uma C BT > . A l t h o u�h mo s t  t h e o r i e s  ab o ut 
ab d u c t ions re l a t e  t h em t o  ex t � a t e r r e s t r i a l 
v i s i t o rs o r  o t h e r  e x o t i c i d e as , BT e v en t s  
p ro v i d e  a l i k e l y  P s Y ch o l o� i c a l s o u rc e  f o r  
a b d u c t ion ima� e ry , an d b Y  t h e i r  un i v e rs a l Y �  
i d i o s Yn c r a t i c  na t u re t h e Y h e l P  ex P l a in t h e  
s imi l a rit i e s  as we l l  as  mino r d i f f e renc e s  in 
CE- I I I  re P o r t s  f rom d iv e rs e  c u l t u r e s  wo r l d­
w i d e . 

I t  is P o s s ib l e  t o  re l i v e  t h e  P h Y s i c a l an d 
P s Y ch o l o� i c a l o r d e a l o f  one ' s  own b i rt h  
t ra uma t h ro u�h d r u� t h e ra P Y  o r  e v en un d e r  
h Y Pno s is . Wh i l e  BT re v i v i c i ca t ions d o  n o t  
a l wa Y s  l imit t h ems e l v e s  t o  a s u b j e c t ' s a ct ual 
n at a l s it ua t ion < s e s s i ons o f t en in c l u d e  f an­
t a s i z e d  d a t a  and memo rie s > t h e Y  a re t h o u�h t 
t o  b e  �ene r a l I Y  ac c u ra t e . * Re v i v i f i c a t ion 
d a t a  s u P P o rt my h Y PO t h e s is t h a t  " ab d u c t ­
e e s "  uncon s c i o u s l Y  u s e  maj o r  comPonent s o f  
t h e  b i r t h  P r o c e s s  a s  a ma t rix f o r  a f an t as izoo 
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a b d u c t ion e x P e r i e n c e . Ab d u c t ion /BT P a r a l ­
l e l s  a re o b v i o u s  f rom t h i s P e rs P e c t iv e : 
t h e  f e t u s , t a k en f rom w a rm t h  an d c om f o r t  
an d s ub J e ct e d  t o  P ro l on� e d  d i s t re s s  i n  t h e  
b i rt h  t unn e l ,  eme r� e s  int o  a s t ran� e wo r l d  
w i t h b r i�h t l i� h t s , un c on f ine d s P a c e , ent i­
t ie s , an e x am in a t ion , an d v a r io u s  no v e l 
s en s o rY s t im u l i .  S im i l a r l y ,  a b d u c t e es a re 
l e v i t a t e d  t h ro u�h a t unne l o f  l i� h t  in t o  a 

U FO ' s v as t , b r i l  l i art int e r io r wh e re a l ien 
c r e a t u re s  e x am ine an d P ro O. e t h e i r  b o d i e s , 

o f t en P a in f u l  I Y .  

REPO RTED H UMAN O I D  CHARACTER I ST I CS 

D imin u t i v e  s i z e  C 2-� f t . > .  
F ra i l - a P P e a rin� b o dY .  
D i s P ro P o rt iona t e l Y  l a r�e h e a d . 
E Y e s  comP a r a t i v e l Y  l a r� e . 
H an d s , f e e t  m i s s in� o r  r u d iment a r Y . 
C l aws o r  web b e d f in�e rs an d t o e s . 
Und e r d e v e l o P e d  e a rs , n o s e , mo u t h .  
N o  � en i t a l i a e v i dent C mo s t  c a s e s > .  
N o  f in�e rn a i l s ,  t oena i l s . 
A rms l on�e r t h an l e� s . 
S k in ca l o r Pa l l i d � re y  o r  wh i t e .  
S k in w r in k l e d .  
H a i r l e s s  b o d i e s . 

A d d i t i o n a l P a ra l l e l s  in BT n a r ra t i v e s  
inc l u d e  s u ch s t aP l e s o f  CE- I I I  re P o rt s  a s  
m i s s in� t ime , umb i l i c a l P a in ,  womb l i k e  ra ms 
ab s u rd e v en t s , s e x ua l e x c i t ement , a s en s e  o f  
ine f f ab i l i t Y  ab o u t  t h e  ent i re e x P e r i e n ce , 
and manY o t h e rs . T h e dominant CE- I I I /BT 
e n t i t Y  t y p e  is a h uman o i d  wh i ch c l o s e l Y  
r e s emb l e s a f e t u s o r  emb rY o .  I t  i s  P ro b ­
a b l e  t h a t  t h i s f e t a l  h um ano i d  < f o un d  in 
ab o u t  a t h i r d  o f  a l  r re P o rt s  is a P ro J e c­

t ion o f  t h e  w i tn e s s ' s memo rY o f  t h e  P renat a l  
s e l f . N o t e t h e  un d e r d e v e l o P e d  ana t om i c a l 
f e a t u r e s  in t h e  c om P a r i s on a b o v e . 

A re t h e  ab d u c t ion /BT P a ra l l e t s f a r­
f e t ch e d ?  Pe rh a P s  n o t , f o r  t h e  BT h Y P o t h es� 
i s  t e s t ab l e  in s e v e r a l w aY s . Fi rs t , n a r­

r a t i v e s  c an b e  s c r u t in i z e d f o r  e ch o e s  o f  t h e  
w i t n e s s ' s b i rt h  h is t o rY . < One ab d u ct e e  s a i d  

a J o int e d  me t a l c l amP h e l d  h im ,  tw i s t in� h is 

*See S tani s l a ve Gro f ,  " Rea l ms of the H uman 

Unconsci o us "  (Esa l en ,  1 9 7 5) for an excel ­

l en t  di s cussion of perina tal re vi vi fi ca ti on 

sessi ons , Cf . a l so Thomas Verney ' s  "Secre t  

Li fe of the Unborn Chi l d" (S ummi t ,  1 9 81 )  

and R . D .  La ing ' s  " Fa cts of Li fe " (Bal l an­

t i ne , 1 9 76 ) , espec i al l y Ch . 5 .  
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b a c k  - was h e  re l i v in� a f o r c e P s - a i d e d  d e ­
l i v � r y ?  I f  s o , t h a t  c an b e  v e r i f i � d . > 

A� a in , s in e �  BT ima� e rY is e a rt hb o un d  d a t a 
un re l a t e d  t o  U FO s , i t s  P r� s en c e  is a c r i­
t e r i on wh i c h  c an d is t ine u is h  f ant a s i e s  f rom 
" re a l "  CE- I I I s. C Re� re t t ab l y , f ew i f  any 
non-BT n a r ra t i v e s  e x is t , an d I t h in k  t h e  
re a s on i s  o b v i o u s . >  F in a l l y ,  i f  anY ab d u c t ­
e e s  wh o r e p o rt l at e- s t a� e  BT s ens a t ions s u c h  
a s  e x t reme h e a d  P re s s u re an d s u d d en re l i e f  
a re t r u l Y  c e s a re an b o rn C i . e  • •  l a c k in� in 
s u ch na t a l e x P e r i e n c e s > ,  t h e  BT h Y P o t h e s is 

H UMAN PRENATAL CHARACTER I ST I CS 

Sma l I t h ro u�o ut � e s t a t ion . 
F r a i l unt i l l a t e  in �es t a t i on . 
H e a d  l a r� e  f rom 4 t h  w e � k . 
EY e s o c k e t s , e Y e s  c omP a ra t i v e l Y  l a r� e  
H an d  P I  a t e s  5 t h  we e k; f oo t  P I  a t es 5 t h  w e e k .  
Fin� e rs , t o e s  w e b b e d  un t i l  8 t h  we e k .  
Un d e r d e v e l o P e d  e a rs , no s e , mo u t h .  
G e n i t a l i a amb i� u o u s  un t i l  12 w e e k 
N a i l s  un d e ve l o P e d  unt i l  12t h  w e e k . 
A rms l on�e r t h an l e�s unt i l  4t h mon t h  
Pa l l i d s k in un t i l 6 t h · mont h . 
S k in w rink l e d unt i l  7 t h  mont h .  
N o  h a i r  unt i l  8t h mont h .  

wo u l d  b e  P ro v e d  f a l s e ;  i f  t h e re a r e  no s u c h  
c e s a re an ab d u c t e e s , i t  w o u l d  b e  conf i rme d .  

Th e b i rt h  t ra uma h Y P O t h es is is one o f  t h e  
ve rY f ew " f a l s i f i ab l e" t h e o ri e s  Y e t  P ro P o s e d 
a b o u t  ab d u c t i on r e P o r t s , wh i c h  b e ca us e  o f  
t h e i r b i z a r r e  c h a ra c t e r  h a v e  a s s ume d a s i�­
n i f i can c e  in U FO l i t e rat u re w aY o ut of P ro ­
P ro t ion t o  t h e i r  s U P P o rt in� e v i de n c e . 
De s P i t e  c l a ims t o  t h e  cont ra ry , P h Y s i c a l 
e v i d e n c e  in CE- I I I  c as e s  rema ins int ra c t ab l Y  
amb i� u o u s , an d m u l t i P l e-w i tn e s s  ab d uc t e es 
t Y P i c a l l Y  d e s c r ib e s e P a r at e ,  s ub J e c t i v e  ex­
P e r i enc e s  ra t h e r  t h an a s h a re d  ab d u c t ion 
e v en t  - a p e rs u as i v e  ind i ca t ion of a P s Y ch o­
l o� ic a l ra t h e r  t h an P h Y s i c a l e x P e r i en c e . 

A dm i t t e d l y ,  conf i rmat ion o f  t h e  BT h Y P o t h es -
is wo u l d  n o t  s o l v e t h e  ent i re U F O  mYs t e ry ,  
f o r P e o P l e  w o u l d  c on t in u �  t o  s e e  " un knowns" 
in t h e  s k i e s  C t h o u�h t h e re i s  no P ro o f  t h a t 
n i�h t l i�h t s  and o t h e r  U FO s  a re re l a t e d  t o  
a l  l e�e d ab d u c t ions > i  and t h e re wo u l d  s t i l I 
rema in t h e  � re a t e s t  mY s t e rY a b o ut ab d u c t ions 
- t h �  n a t u re o f  t h e  s t im u l us w h i c h  in it i a l l Y 
t r i�� e rs t h e  ab d u c t ion /BT h a l l u c inat ion in 
a no rma l h uman b e in� . B u t  i f  i t  we re c on­
f i rme d  t h e  BT h Y P o t h e s i s w o u l d  s h ow t h a t 
ab d u ct ions a re no t P h Y s i c a l in n a t u re , and 
wo u l d  a l s o d emons t ra t e  t h a t  t h � s e  a re v a l i d 



B I R T H  T R A U M A  

P s Y ch o l o � i c a l e x P e r i en c e s  wh i c h  c a r ry im­
P l i c a t ions f a r  b e y on d  U FO s  f o r  re s e a rc h  in 
f e t o l o� y , cons c i o u s n e s s ,  an d t h e  b ra in .  
Fin a l l y ,  i t  wo u l d  P re s en t  unanswe rab l e  ob ­
j e c t i ons t o  t h e  e x t r a t e r re s t r i a l h Y P o t h e s i s , 
and on e w o u l d  h o P e  t h a t in t ime t h e int e r­
m in ab l e  � us h  o f  me d i a  s ens a t i on a l i sm a b o u t 
a l i e n- b e a r in� U FO s  m i�h t e b b  eno u�h t o  a l ­
l ow a f ew s e r i o us i f  mun d an e  s t u d i e s  o f  

t h e  P S Y Ch o l o�Y o f  CE- I I I  P e r c i P i en t s . 

I f  t h e  BT t h e o rY i s  d i s P ro v e d  w e  w i l I 
h a ve t o  r e t u rn t o  s q u a re one . E v en i f  v e ri­
f i e d  we h � v e  to e x P l a in h ow t h e f e t us ' s 
imma t u re ne u ro l o� i c a l ma k e u P  is ab l e  t o  
re t a in e x P e r i en c e s  f o r  l a t e r  re c a l I .  Th e 
mo s t  in f o rme d o b s e r v e rs s P e c u l a t e  a b o ut 
mo l e c u l a r memo rY s Y s t ems . H ow e v e r ,  a s  we 
l e a rn  mo re ab o u t  b i rt h  t h e  ab d u c t i on /ET 
P a ra l l e l s  � r ow ines c a P ab l e . A r e c e n t  b o o k  
o n  a b d u c t i on s , "M i s s in� T ime" < Ma re k ,  19 81 > ,  
con t en ds t h a t  UFO s  h a ve s e c re t l Y  ab d u ct e d  
t h o u s an d s  o f  v i c t ims , b a s in� i t s  c l a im on 
a � r o u P  o f  h Y Pno t i s e d  s ub j e ct s ' re P o rt s  o f  
P e r io d s  o f  m i s s in� t im e  f o r  wh i ch t h e Y  
c o u l d  n o t a c c o u n t . B ut s c i e n t i s t s  h a ve 
l a t e l Y  f o un d  t h a t o x y t o c in ,  t h e  h o rmone 

w h i c h  f l o o ds b o t h  mo t h e r an d f e t u s as it  
in i t i a t e s  b i rt h  cont r a c t ions , c a u s e s  amne sia 
in l ab o ra t o rY an ima l s  - an d P ro b ab l Y  in t h e  
f e t us a s  we l 1 . *  T h u s  mo s t  o f  u s  d o  h a ve a 
m i s s in� t ime e x P e r i e n c e  w h i ch we c an re-
c a I I I ate r un d e  r P ro P e  r s t im u I u s  , b u t  i t  
re l a t e s  n o t  a CE- I I I  b ut t o  o r d in a ry 
e v en t s  in a n o rma l b i rt h .  

*Bohus , Bel a , e t  a l . ,  " Oxytoci n , Vasopressi � 

and Memory : Opposi te Effects on Consol i da­

t i on an d Retri eval Processes " ,  BRAIN RE ­

SEARCH , 1 5 7 :  41 4 - 41 7 ,  1 9 7 8 . 

ART I C LES BY A . H .  LAWSON : 

" ' A l i en ' R o o t s : S ix U FO Ent i t Y  T Y P e s  and 
S ome Po s s ib l e  E a rt h l Y  An c e s t o r s " , MUFON 
SYMPOS I UM PRO CEED I NGS , 1979 , P P . 152-176 
< a v a i l ab l e f rom MU FON , 103 O l d t owne R d , 
S e � u in , T e x a s , USA 78155 , $10 + P o s t a�e . >  

"A r c h e t Y P e s  an d Ab d u c t i ons" , FRONT I ERS O F  
SC I ENCE , S e P t / O c t . , 1980 ,  P P . 32-36 . 

. "A Te s t ab l e  H Y P O t h e s is f o r t h e  O r i� in o f  
Fa l l a c io u s  Ab d u c t ion Re P o rt s : B i r t h  T ra uma . 
I m a�e rY in C E- I I I  N a r ra t i ve s " , in PRO CEED­
INGS O F  THE 1981 CU FO S  CON FERENCE < Cent e r  
f o r U FO S t u d ie s , Ch i c a� o , I I J ,  f o rt h c om in� . > 

"HY Pno s is o f  I ma� in a r Y  U FO ' Ab d u c t e e s ' " ,  in 
PRO CEED I NGS OF THE FI RST I NTERNATI ONAL U FO 
CONGRESS < Wa rne r B o o k s ,  19 80 ) , PP . 195-238. 1 

ED I TOR ' S  NOTE : 

Dr Lawson , who is with the English Depart­
ment at Ca l i fornia State Univers ity , has 
also written "The Sal zburg Col loquium : A 
Participant ' s  ( Biased) View" . This informa­
tive article wi l l  appear · in a future UFORAN . 

UFOs AND THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN AIR FORCE 

- THE INSIDE STORY 

Th i s  h i story making ser i es o f  art i c les , by B i l l  Ch al ker , appeared fi rst in UFORAN {Vo1 . 3  
Nos - 2 , 3 & 4} . 

We have , i n  storage , a l i mi ted n umber o f  back i ssues o f  these three magazines . They are 
avai l ab l e  for $ Aust 6 - 50 ,  whi ch i n c l udes postage and hand l i ng .  Address your orders to : 
PO Box 229 , Prospect , South Austra l i a  5082 . 
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UFO TECH NOTES 

BY J O H N  F .  

I NT RODUCT I ON 

UFO i n ves t i ga tors , cri ti cs ,  and bel i e vers 

a l i ke too oft en a ccept or reject cas es 

based on too l i t t le real da ta . Duri n g  thi s 

pas t  year I ha ve no ted a number of cases 

where i n ves t i ga tors h a ve rushed to gi ve an 
expl ana t i on for certain si gh t i n gs ;  the 

us ual pl ane t ,  bal loon or hel i copter vari e t y, 

wh ere the i n ves t i ga tor used the da ta a t  

hand b u t  n e ver entered the fi el d .  To do 

thi s they chose to l e t  thei r experi ence 

overri de fa c ts . The wi tness es ma y have 

pa t i en t l y  tol d th e i n ves t i ga tor tha t Ven us 

was vi sible a t  the same t ime, or tha t  the 

bal loon in ques t i on wasn ' t  l a un ch ed un t i l  

several hours l a ter, never thel ess, the case 

was sa fel y l i s ted as an IFO . Nobody gains 

from all thi s ,  but sci ence does s u ffer . 

If we are to ever fi nd a responsibl e s e t  

of expl ana ti ons for .the UFO eni gma we mus t 

drop the excuses for no t thinking cre a t ­

i vel y o r  scien ti fi cal l y  a n d  t r y  to n ever 

pass up the po ten ti a l  for pa ydi rt . 

Speci a l i s ts often ha ve trouble keepi ng up 

wi th advances in thei r own fi el ds and are 

often total l y  o u t  of phase wi th changes 

in the s ta te-of- the-art in o ther fi el ds . 

It is not necessa ry to ha ve an " answer" for 

e very UFO tha t  is repor ted ; b u t  i t  i s  im­

portan t to get i n vo l ved in observa tion, 

s t udy, and experimen t a t i on concerned wi th 

es tab l i shi ng and sys tema ti zing fa cts, 

pri ncipl es, and methods ,  as by experi ments 

an d hypo theses . Dr J .  Al l en H ynek s ummed 

i t  up real wel l  in Pa lm Beach when he sai d, 

" I ' m  merel y repor ting to y o u  wha t has been 

documen ted" . We need more of thi s report­

i ng of documented fa cts . 

These UFO TECH NOTES a re offered as an al ­

terna t i ve tool in the compl ex fi el d of UFO 

inves t i ga ti on and anal ysi s . The pl an i s  

t o  cross a l l  di s ci pl i ne l i nes an d present 

i deas, s t udy s umma ri es , techni ques , devi ces, 

an d con cepts of pot en ti al va l ue to the re­

sea rcher . The goa l is to s top being s a ti ­

sfi ed wi th s t a temen ts abo u t  certain as-
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pects of UFO behavi or bei ng impossibl e - to 

fi nd out wha t is rea l l y  happeni ng . Maybe 

we can crea t e  a fut ure of unders t an ding i n  

this fi el d and overcome the nonsense factors 

As a fu � uri s t, I pl an t o  t ry . 

EYEW I TNE S S  REPORT I NG 

According to recent Gallup Polls more people 
are accepting the re ality of UFOs and more 
individuals have had a UFO experience . 
Often the witne sses are exp erienced observ­
e rs s uch as pi lots and law enforcement of­
fi cers ; whi le many others are of the un­
trained variety . Nevertheless , the eye­
witness testimony reveals a continuing pat­
tern of unexp lainable events . 

Critics are quick to po int out that the sub­
j ective phenomena of vis ion depends on the 
brain as much as the re tina of the eye -
much depends on what we think we see . This 
is s upposed to mean that i f  we see a UFO it 
is  because we wanted to see a UFO ; theref�e 
the witness testimony is of l ittle value . 
Such thinking is pure hogwash . 

In a fai rly recent meteorite case in Texas 
witne s s es were spread ove r hundreds of 
square mi les . The incident took place at 
n ight and lasted only seconds . Evenso , the 
eyewitness reports were so good and so con­
s i stent that res earchers were able to re­
cre ate the event and determine the path o f  
the obj ect . Admittedly , this was a n  uncon­
trolled event , but with highly satis factory 
res ults . 

Results o f  the U . S .  Army PROJECT SKYFI RE 
study o f  attempts to improve vis ual dete c­
tion through use of search patterns and 
optical aids showed a s imi lar success with 
v�sual obs e rvations . In the Feb ruary 19 7 3  
HumRRO Report No . TR- 7 3- 3 a summary o f  re­
search being conducted to as certain the 
vis ual ski lls of ope rators of low- altitude 
air de fense weapon sys tems showed a remark­
ab le con s isten cy in eyewitness reporting . 
This was in no way a UFO related proj ect , 
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but the res ults are applicable . In 2 500 
samples an F4C Phantom j et ai rcraft was de­
tected at a range of 1 2 , 00 0  meters , with 
litt le varian ce in the data . The con clu­
s ion of the study is as fo llows : " The most 
general conclus ion that can be drawn on the 
bas is o f  the research reported here is that 
the greatest fac i l itator of vis ual detec­
tion is a pair of ' sharp ' eyes . Although. 
it cannot be categori cal ly concluded that 
opt ical ai ds and systematic s earch patte rns 
do not have bene ficial e f fe cts upon detec­
tion time , the studies repo rted here cer­
tainly indi cate that it is not easy to im­
prove unaided vis ual dete ction through 
either opt i cal ass i sts or tra ining in sys­
temat ic methods of search ing for small tar­
gets . Rather ,  it would appear that funda­
mental characte ristics of vis ion such as 
vis ual acuity and , pos s ibly , the field o f 
vi ew are the ma j o r sources of variance i n  
determining the time required to acquire 
vis ual targets " .  

The inte res ting point in al l this i s  that 
the F4C aircraft used in the s tudy is of 
the same s i ze as the typical dis c-shaped 
UFO - about 35-40 feet wide , and the de­
tection dis tance was repe atedly in exces s 
o f  7 mi les . Visual dete ction i s  very im­
portant in this life or death s ituation , 
so why shouldn ' t  it be equal ly important 
to the UFO res earcher? 

A NEW SPACE S U RVE I LLANCE NET 

During the past several years a number of 
s cientists , researchers , and po liticians 
have suggested the ut i l ization of the North 
Ame ri can Air De fense Command ' s  (NORAD ) 
Baker-Nunn space came ras to re cord UFO data. 
The Baker-Nunn is a 6000-pound film camera 
system that can track and photograph those 
s ate l lites whi ch are too smal l  or too far 
out in space to be obs erved by the radar 
and telemetr i c  elements of the NORAD sys­
tem . These units were located at Edwards 
Air Force Base in Cal i fornia , San Vito de i 
Normann i  in Italy , Sand I s l and in the 
Central Pac i fic , on Mt John in New Zealand, 
an d at Cold Lake in Alberta , Canada . The 
Baker-Nunn is said to have the capability 
of tracking a speeding bullet at 200 mi les. 
It is easy to spe culate on a number of 
potential UFO tracking appli cations for 
this sys tem . 

Now Baker-Nunn is obsolete . A new five 

s ite system ; with 40 in . teles copes , vi deo 
cameras and digital computers wi ll be in­
stalled at White Sands , N . M . , Hawai i ,  Korea , 
North Africa , and in the Middle East . .  The 
new system - called ground-bas ed electro­
opti cal deep space surveillance ( GEODSS)  
- has been des igned to provide both incre�d 
s ens it ivity in its detection of ob j ects and 
incre as ed speed with which the data can be 
analyzed . 

The GEODSS will be able to detect obj e cts 
on the order of 1 square meter at 20 , 000 
nautical  miles alt itude re flect ing 10% of 
its l ight . An automatic moving target indi­
cator makes the GEODSS ideal for tracking 
space obj ects , including UFOs . Additional 
information can be found in Aviation Week 
and Space Technology magazine , May 2 2 , 19 78 . 

METAL I DENT I F I CAT I ON 

During the month of June l974 , a fisherman 
was operat ing his boat on the Little River 
near Georgetown , La . , when he came upon a 
metallic dis c partially buried in a sandbar . 
Recogniz ing immediate ly that it was strange 
to that envi ronment he decided to retrieve 
i t . Us ing his boat oar as a shove l he dug 
away the s and and obtained a circular pie ce 
of metal 38 inches in diameter , 1/8 inch 
th ick , with a 14 inch hole in the middle . The 
donut shaped art ifact was dis colored on one 
s ide as if it had been very hot . The heating 
had caus ed that side to me lt . .  As it did , 
subtle shades of many colors formed abs tract 
patterns across the bubb led surface , along 
nodules , and on ragged edges . The pattern 
o f  molten metal seemed to swirl as i f  i t  
had been spun wh ile hot . 

Close examination of the metal revealed some 
of its propertie s .  It was extremely hard , 
tough and rigid.  The non-molten s ide was 
the co lor of stainless steel . The artifact 
was actual ly beautiful , like a piece of 
abstract art . 

The dis cove rer felt that he had found a 
piece of a " flying saucer " , as there had 
been s ightings in that area during the flap 
of l9 7 3 . Eventually , the arti fact was ob­
tained by David Ki s s inger of PROJECT VI SIT 
in Houston and the ident i fication proces s 
began . Since the material appeared to be of 
the type used in spacecraft construction it 
was taken to the Materials s ection of the 
Johnson Space Center , where it was immedi-
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ate ly re cognised as a dome from one o f  the 
Apo l lo Servi ce Module s torage tanks . I t  
was t it anium . This was not the f i rs t  
piece o f  materi al that h ad s urvived the 
intense heat ing of reentry from space . 

I f  the " expe rt s " had not been available 
thi s  piece o f  material may h ave required 
a number o f  tests before an ident i fi ca­
tion was made . Th i s  s ituation is not un­
common . Many UFO investigators have been 
faced with the de cis ion o f  what to do 
about art i facts of all s izes and shapes . 

The metalwork ing industry faces such decis­
ions on a daily bas i s . Metals be ing s tored 
for future us e o ften turn up without ide n­
t i f i cati on , howeve r , a number o f  tests have 
been ident i fied that may be us ed to i den­
ti fy the unknown met als . Thes e  range from 
a s imple color examinat ion , to spark test­
ing , to wet chemical and finally to spec­
trographi c methods . Of course , the spec­
trograph i c  te chnique is the one to us e for 
a high level o f  ac curacy and detail in the 
analys is . However , the one drawback is 
expense - it is cost ly and quite poss ibly 
not necess ary . 

In a gre at many cases , three s imple tes ts 
- magneti c , spark and chemical spot - w i l l  
s upply enough informat ion to identi fy it , 
or at least as s i gn it to a part icular 
family g roup . The process should s tart 
with an examination for color . According 
to I RON AGE magaz ine , red presents copper ;  
t an for cupro-nickel ; dark yellow for 
bronzes ; l ight yellow for brasses ; dark 
gray for z inc and lead ; and white or gray 
for most other met als . 

Next , a magnet i c  test wi l l  reveal i ron , 
steel , n i cke l , and the 400-s eries stain­
less steels to be strongly magneti c .  Manel , 
aluminum bronze ,  and cupro-n i ckel are 
s li ghtly magnetic . Most others are non 
magnetic . 

An experienced metal h andler can te ll a 
lot by the spark test - a process o f  hold­
the metal to a grinding wheel and obs e rv­
ing the spark stre am .  Characteristics of 
inte rest are the length of the stream , 
the color , and number of carbon star bunts . 

Chemi cal tests provide the next leve l of 
sophisti cat ion . Chemical tests may be 
ve ry s imple spot tests involving j us t  a 
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few chemi cals ; others may be more complex . 
The chemi cals aid in determining the ·pre­
sence or absence of certain identi fying 
al loying elements . They do this by form­
ing prec ipitate s or producing the colors 
that are characteristic of the unknown e le­
ments . 

The De fense Supply Agency has deve loped a 
s et o f  sequential charts to break down the 
identi fi cation process to very speci fic al­
loys . In addition , the American Society 
for Testing and Materials publ ishes detai l­
ed procedures for the wet chemistry tech­
n iques . All this is j ust the beginning o f  
a very complex field ; but one that is most 
valuable to the UFO inve s tigator . 

A f inal world o f  CAUTION - take care not to 
contaminate or destroy any UFO evidence . 
At the s ame t ime i t  pays to at least unde r­
stand the process of metals ident i fi cat ion ; 
a process only brie fly touched on in this 
tech note . 

P ROJE CT V I S I T DATA NEEDS DE F I NE D  

Proj e ct VISIT ( Vehi cle I nternal Systems In­
vestigative Team) members are s eeking con­
s is tent , correlat ive data from abduction 
cases . Working from the bas el ine of not 
trying to prove that a given abduction ac­
tually oc curred ; rather seeking clues from 
a number of cases , VIS IT analys ts are busy 
constructing a technological model of what 
is happening . 

As in any s c ientific ende avor one mus t  be 
able to replicate the experiment and then 
seek answers by care fully manipulating vari­
ables . To put abduction cas es in this con­
text it is nece s s ary to cons ider a bas i c  
s e t  of elements that can b e  repeatedly ad­
dressed . For VISIT purposes , five elements 
are cons ide red to be important : 1 )  Base­
l ine data , 2 )  the witness , 3 )  the vehicle , 
4 )  humanoids , and 5) post- incident fol low­
up . 

Baseline data establishes the bas is for corrr 
parison of the cases . The VI S IT format not 
only seeks the usual time , place , and wea­
ther in formation , it looks for more subtle 
elements as well ; such as what the witnes s 
con s iders a comfortable envi ronment ( i . e .  
home thermostat setting , humi dity level , 
motor ,  clock and animal sounds , etc . ) .  
Once a thorough base lane is establ ished 
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other elements can b e  readily compared from 
case to c as e . 

Witnes s  information cove rs a broad spec­
trum , ranging from personal comfo rt ( dis ­
comfo rt) , he alth s tate , and att itudes , to 
s ensory data and phys iological st atus dur­
ing the incident . Of part i cular interest 
are sounds , odors , paralys is e ffects , and 
skin s ens ations like burning and t ingl ing . 
Care should be taken during this phas e o f  
the investigation so as not t o  pas s  over 
s eemingly ins ign i f i cant facts . Bodily re­
act ions c an ult imately be ut i l iz ed to de­
termine the characteristcs of a variety o f  
veh i c le systems . 

Veh i c le in formation should contain the 
clas s i c  eyewitnes s  type data , inc luding 
perce ived s ize , shape , calor and movement . 
Equal ly important is the des c ription o f  
veh i cle interna l informat ion . T h e  witness 
can be helpfu l  in this area by c almly ex­
pl aining what was s een in fami liar terms . 
As an examp le , a farme r  would compare 
things to farm mach inery , an actor to stage 
s ettings , and so on . The invest i gator needs 
to note and al low for this background and 
VI S IT analysts wi ll factor the condit ions 
into the re sult s . Addition al data is need­
ed at thi s  time on l i ght ing , air flow , 
s urface temperatures and texture s , and 
gravity orientations o f  fixtures . 

Humanoid des cript ions are important because 
they too can give clues as to the working 
of the machine . Our own space vehicles 
are des igned to be compatible with astro­
naut phys iology . Along this l ine the 
human f actors expe rts have s tandardized 
many factors that a f fe ct systems des ign . 
Uti l i z ing data on humanoid s ize , shape , 
strength , and dexte rity , a comparison with 
the human des ign standards can lead to 
knowledge about the systems operated by 
the humanoids . Othe r f actors , s u ch as 
mouth and nos tril s i ze , apparent skin 
temperature , and body coverings l eads to 
knowledge about humanoid metabol i sm and 
what types of l i fe s upport they requi re . 
Un fortunate ly , the humanoid element is the 
mos t  fear provoking to the witnes s  and is · 
the re fore least acce s s ible to the conscious 
mind. 

The pos t - incident period for the witnes s  
is extreme ly important t o  Proj ect VIS IT . 
It is during this part o f . the cas e that 

1 1proofs 11 c an be gained.  VISIT experts ad­
vise that the witness seek immediate me di ­
cal as sistan ce from his/her persona l physi­
cian . Recogniz ing that medical examinations 
are expens ive , VISIT suggests having the 
witne s s ' s  phys ician consult with a VISIT 
expert on what would be most bene ficial in 
the given s ituation . Because Proj ect VI S IT 
is a specialty group and not a popular mem­
bersh ip organization al l cases shou ld be 
handled through one of the maj o r  UFO organi­
zations . This  can be done by call ing the 
headquarters of MUFON ( 5 1 2 )  3 79-9 2 1 6 , 
CUFOS ( 3 1 2 )  49 1-666 6 , or APRO ( 60 2 )  793- 1825 , 
who wil l  in turn contact the appropriate 
VIS IT expert to ass es s  the s ituat ion and 
re late wh at is ne ede d .  O n  the long term 
the witnes s  should make sure any skin ir­
ritat ion is photographed for the re cord . 
Any unusual phys iological or psycho logical 
developments should be - c losely moni tored 
and reported . If hypnotic regre s s ion , voice 
stre s s  analys is , or other ass istance is 
needed it should be coordinated through the 
host investigative group . Proj ect VISIT 
may be contacted by mai l  at PO Box 8 7 7 , 
Friendswood , Texas 7 7 546 , U . S . A .  

L I FE I N  THE UN I VE RSE 

The universe is  so large and contains so 
much of the s ame materials throughout it 
that l i fe could have deve loped near many 
stars . Indeed , we know with certainty that 
living systems evolved on at least one tiny 
chunk of wate r- covered rock · in a remote cor­
ner o f  the Mi lky Way galaxy . Why , then , 
could l i fe not have deve loped elsewhere? 

Do civil iz ations exist in · other parts of 
the univers e ?  Could they have deve loped a 
technology s imi lar to that on Earth ? Do 
other wor l ds exis t nearby that could be 
vis ited? Whence migh t vis itors come ? Could 
we estab li sh communication with the se civi­
l i z at ion s ?  Or should we? 

Ques t ions about the pos s ibi lity of inte lli­
gent l ife e l sewhere in the universe are ex­
citing , intriguing and , for some people , 
frightening . Indeed , the di s covery of other 
advanced c ivilizations could have pro found 
effects on nearly all human a f fairs . 

What you have been reading is the introduc­
tion from a brochure by George Miller -
LIFE IN THE UNIVERSE. As one might gues s  
from this introduction material Mr Miller 

2 9  



UFO T E CH NO T E S 

is interested in contacting some form o f  
intel ligent life somewhere " out there " . 

Un fortunatel y, the brochure takes a cava­
lier attitude towards UFOs . But then, it 
does not pretend to be pro-UFO, or even 
" skeptical " .  The author is fair in his 
statements where he adds qua li fiers such as 
" by any means we now know " . 

A l l  in a l l , L I FE I N  THE UNIVERSE is wel l  
written, easy to read, and should b e  care­
ful l y  studied by al l UFO researchers . 
Free copies may be obtained from : 

Public Af fairs O f fice 
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics 
60 Garden Street 
Cambridge, Mass . 0 2 1 3 8 
U . S . A .  

A L I E DETE CTOR FOR THE FUT URE ? 

UFO investigators and researchers are con­
tinual l y  searching for new tools that may 
be applied to the never ending quest for 
truth . The police polygraph machine has 
been used in a number of incidents and with 
some smal l measure of success. Perhaps, 
one of the best known and most controversial 
polygraph cases is the Travis Walton inci­
dent . The use of that particular tool 
demonstrated a very real need for addi ­
tional tools . 

Supplementing the polygraph in a number o f  
abduction cases is the use o f  regressive 
hypnosis . Drs Sprink le and Harder have 
done much to demonstrate the usefulness 
of hypnosis . Evenso, the question sti l l  
remains - " Is the witness tel ling the 
truth " ?  

A more accurate, but costly, technique is 
the Psychological Stress Evaluator (PSE) . 
The NATI ONAL ENQUIRER makes extensive use 
of this tool, and with excel lent results . 
Because of the cost, however, few investi­
gators can af ford to appl y  the PSE in their 
work . 

What is needed is a low-cost, portab le unit 
suitable for screening UFO inci dents . Then, 
on ly those cases showing h i gh credibility 
would need to be subjected to the more 
costly techniques. 

Several commercial firms - Hogarth Corp. , 
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Dektor, Law En forcement Associates, and 
Communicat ion Control Systems - have been 
very active in refining the old police poly­
graph machine to make it available to a 
wider market. Hogarth has a mock-up of a 
stress monitor , or lie detector , smal l 
enough to fit in a fountain pen . Communi­
cation Control Systems is working on a unit 
to fit in a wrist watch . 

Psycho-Science, Inc . of Mobile, Alabama, 
has marketed a lie detector as smal l as a 
transistor radio, sel ling for around $ 2 50 . 
Their unit, the SA-X, measures stress 
through voice analysis . It electronical ly 
picks up voice micro-tremors which are 
otherwise inaudible and determines i f  stress 
is present . It has no printouts, but de­
pends upon f lashing green, yel low and red 
lights . 

The $ 2 9 . 9 5 units are sti l l  sometime in the 
future , not now . I n  the meantime, we must 
make the most of the existing . tools . 

LANDS AT : AN EYE I N  THE SKY . 
CAN I T  BE USED FOR U FO I NVE ST I GATIONS ? 

The first Landsat spacecraft was launched on 
July 2 3 , 19 72 . Since then two more have 
been launched and a fourth was l aunch ed 
in 19 82 . The Landsats have transmitted over 
one mil l ion images from space and have been 
a useful tool in studying the Earth's sur­
face features . 

The Landsats orbit the Earth every 1 0 3  min­
utes in a near-polar orbit at 570 miles in 
altitude . As such, they f ly over the same 
area of the Earth every 18 days . Their 
mul tispectral scanners can image selected 
ground targets on each Earth orbit . One 
image covers 1 3 , 1 2 7  square miles . See 
figure 1. 

The multispectral scanners produce images 
for four band of the electromagnetic spec­
trum as shown in figure 3 .  " Light ref lec­
tance data from the four scanner channels 
for the four bands are converted first into 
elecrical signals and then i nto digital form 
for transmission to receiving stations on 
Earth . The recorded digital video data are 
re-formatted into computer-compatible tapes 
and/or converted at special processing lab­
oratories into b lack-and-white photo images . 
These images from the four dif ferent bands 
are recorded on four bl ack-and-white films 
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DCS DATA ,  HOUSE K E E PING 
TEL£ W E T RY, TRAC K I N G  
DATA , PAY LOAD VI DEO 
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EARTH BASED 
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fi gure 1 

T/r,. Lnlld>al >atrllift' ,,rbit.• t h.· E.�rt/1 in 11 llt'tlr I''''''' i•rbit n•a.v l tl.l m i n u ft'.<. 11 maL·> I .J  , �rbr t.' /'!'r "".11· 
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illuMraling thr orbit ,,f t/11' >n�·llitt. 

fi gu re 2 shows t ypi cal gro und tracks of Landsa t fli'ght 
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from whi ch photographi c  prints are made in 
the usual manne r" . ( 1 ) The green band i s  
b e s t  f o r  underwater fe atures . The two near­
infrared bands are more use ful in ag ricul­
tura l studi es . 

The Landsats have de finite l imitations · for 
us e in s tudying the ground e f fects from 
UFOs ( i . e . crashes , exp los ions , et c . ) .  
They have low re solut ion , whi ch means that 
an obj ect mus t  be l arge r than 2 6 0  feet to 
be re cognizab l e  on the image . They cannot 
be used to compile topographic features due 
to their monos copic coverage . They re ly 
on compute r  manipulation of th e data and 
that is an expens ive proces s .  The images 
do not portray natural E arth co lors . The� 

Electromagnetic Spectrum 

Cosm•c Gamma X - Rays 
Rays R-ays 

0 40 0 �0 

u.v 

o oo 0 10 

fore , the investigator must be sele ctive in 
the use of these data . Most UFO art if acts 
would not be dis cernable .  

For further in formation about imagery , con­
tact : U . S . Geo logical survey , EROS Data 
Cente r , S ioux Fal l s , SD 5 7 19 8 , U . S . A . 
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I t s f o r t e  i s  t h a t  t h e  F r e n c h  M in i s t e r  o f  De f en c e , Ro b e rt G a l l e y ,  w a s  int e rv i ew e d  w h i c h 
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i n  t h e n umb e r  o f  s i� h t in�s re P o r t e d " . < P . 166 > 

I n  an o t h e r  c h a P t e r ,  D r  S a un d e r s P o in t s  o u t  t h a t  " i t ' s  t h e  P e o P l e  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  e d u­
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t h a t , wh i l e  t h e  s P e e d  of a i r c r a f t  an d ro c k e t s  t r a c k e d  on r a d a r  h a s  in c re a s e d  s t e a d i l Y  
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